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THE: ARMY. 
THE order for Company K, Second Cavalry, to proceed 
to Omaha Barracks, Nebraska, was countermanded by a 
telegraphic despatch received November 6, ordering 
them to march to Fort McPherson, Nebraska, as, in con- 
sequence of the Fifth Cavalry being ordered from that 
post to Arizona Territory, it would otherwise be left 


without a garrison until its occupation by the Third 
Cavalry. 











THE companies of the Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, Ninth, 
and Sixteenth Infantry, on duty in Chicago, were re- 
lieved October 24 and ordered to proceed to their respect- 
ive stations as follows: Companies F, H, and K of the 
Fourth, and E of the Sixteenth to Louisville, Kentucky ; 
Companies A, H, and K of the Fifth to Fort Leaven- 
worth; Company I of the Sixthto Fort Hays; Compa- 
nies A and K of the Ninth to Omaha. 





THE following text of a letter from the Adjutant-Gen- 
eral cf the Army, addressed to Major-General Halleck, 
commanding Military Division of the Pacific, and dated 
at the War Department, Washington, D. C., August 27, 
1867, is published by a general order from headquarters 
Department of California for the information of all per- 
sons claiming any portion of Peninsula Island, in San 
Francisco harbor, under any title whatever: “ You are 
respectfully informed that the President has made an 
order designating Peninsula Island, San Francisco Bay, 
California, as a reservation for military purposes, and in- 
structing the Secretary of the Interior to have it so des- 
ignated in the Land Office, of which the Secretary of the 
Interior has been notified by letter of 23d instant from 
this office.” This island is attached to the post of Angel 
Island in San Francisco harbor, and a detachment of 
troops will hold it until further orders. 





CoLONEL Granger, commanding the District of New 
Mexico, has found it necessary to issue an order calling 
attention to the frequent interruption in telegraph com- 
munications, caused by the ruthless manner in which 
some persons are in the habit of tearing down 
the telegraph poles for the purpose of removing the wire, 
thereby greatly retarding the transmission of official and 
private communications. All persons are warned 
against molesting or in any way interfering with the 
poles, wire, or insulators of the United States and 
Mexico Telegraph Company, under penalty of arrest 
and imprisonment by the military authorities, and it is 
made the duty of all officers and men belonging to the 
Army of the United States, and serving in this military 
district, to use due vigilance when travelling on the line 
of said telegraph, with a view to detecting persons en- 
gaged in this nefarious practice. 





Our Arizona correspondent writes as follows: “ Cap- 
tain Henry’s command has returned to McDowell and 
are waiting for the order to commence the winter cam- 
paign. ‘They came from Apache to Grant, from there to 
Pinal camp, and then to McDowell. At Camp Pinal the 
men shot two large bears. They speak of the work done 
by the infantry in building a road in that country as 
prodigious, and if the same amount had been expended 
on scouting, fewer Indians would be alivenow. Itis a 
foregone conclusion that Mr. Colyer’s policy will not 
work. General Crook can do more good for the Indians 
by killing the “‘ bad bucks” than Mr. Colyer by feeding 
them. The sooner citizens break up this Indian ring 
the better. We hope soon to give you an account of our 
campaign against Cachise, and then if General Crook is 
left alone, he will soon show you what we can do. Gen- 
eral Crook’s policy: ‘Kill bad bucks, take prisoners of 
women and children, and protect on reservations those 
who behave themselves.’ Indian policy: ‘Feed all, 
good and bad, giving most to the bad,’ and our appropri- 
ation must go through Congress. Choose ye.” 





WHILE a train on the Northern Missouri Railroad 
was approaching Wellsville, ninety miles north of St. 
Louis, on the 12th of November, a rail broke, and the 
two rear cars, containing ninety-five recruits for New 
Aibany, jumped the track and rolled down the embank- 
ment, turning two or three times. Two persons were 
killed outright, and fifty are reported wounded. Lieuten- 
ant Samuel McConihe, Fourteenth Infantry, in command 





of the detachment, in the head and back, not dangerously; 
Sergeant J. A. Jay, collar-bone broken, and bruised on 
the head and back; Sergeant H. Habeck, collar-bone 
broken; Privates Henry Scott, seriously bruised on thr 
head, recovery doubtful; E. Swengle, collar-bone broken 
and head cut, recovery doubtful; P. Dingles, bruised on 
the head and abdomen; R. Jordan, severe contusion on 
the right side and chest; D. Ransome, severely bruised 
on the abdomen and back; Daniel Roberts, severe cut 
in the head; John Willis, severe cut in the head; Mat- 
thew Rolen, bruised on the chest and back, and cut in 
the face ; John Bunce. arm broken. The remainder were 
only slightly hurt. All the wounded were taken to 
Wellsville, and promptly cared for by the railroad com- 
pany. Both cars were badly smashed. But for the plat- 
form of the ladies’ car preceding the soldiers’ car pulling 
out, the remainder of the train would have been dragged 
from the track, and the magnitude of the disaster in- 
creased, 





BRIGADIER-GENERAL Augur, U. 8S. Army, command- 
ing Department of the Platte, in commenting on the 
proceedings in the case of Private Louis Adams, Compa- 
ny A, Fourteenth Infantry, says: “The proceedings, 
findings, and acquittal in this case are approved, with 
the exception of the action of the court in excusing Lieu- 
tenant McCammon from serving as a member on his own 
application. The grounds submitted by that officer in 
making his request to be excused; namely, that he wasa 
material witness and had already formed an opinion, 
were substantial reasons for excusing him from further 
duty on the court during the trial had they been origi- 
nally advanced by the prisoner} as grounds of challenge, 
or had the prisoner been asked if, on said grounds, he 
desired to challenge Lieutenant McCammon or consent- 
ed to the latter being excused. The record, however, is 
silent on this subject, and the inference necessarily is 
that no such inquiries were put to the prisoner by the 
judge-advocate or thecourt. It isouly in case of the sud- 
den illness of a member or other similar stringent neces- 
sity that a court may be reduced in numbers by its own 
action without the challenge or without the consent of the 
party on trial. The action of Lieutenant McCammon in 
laying before the court his reasons for deeming himself 
disqualified waseminently preper; the prisoner, howev- 
er, should have been asked if he challenged that officer 
on the grounds stated, or consented to his being excus- 
ed. If the prisoner had answered in the negative, 
Lieutenant McCammon should have been retained on the 
court. 





ABSTRACT OF SPECIAL ORDERS 
Iesued from the Adjutanl-General’s Office for the week ending 
November 13, 1871. 
Tuesday, November 7. 


PARAGRAPH 1, Special Orders No. 295, July 31, 1871, 
from this office, granting Post Chaplain Edmund B. Tut- 
tle leave of absence for one year, is hereby so amended 
as to grant said leave on surgeon’s certificate of dis- 
ability. 

Wednesday, November 8. 

Sergeant James R. Allen, general service, now with 
Signai Service Detachment U.S. Army, at Augusta, Ga., 
will be dishonorably discharged the service of the Uni- 
ted States upon the receipt of this order at the place 
where he may be serving. 

The leave of absence granted Captain Alexander S. 
Clarke, Fifth Cavalry, in Special Orders No. 188, Octo- 
ber 25, 1871, from headquarters Department of the 
Platte, is hereby extended until March 1, 1872. 

The resignation of Captain Alexander S. Clarke, Fifth 
Cavalry, has been accepted by the President, to take ef- 
fect March 1, 1872. 

A board of examination having found First Lieuten- 
ant Edward Hoppy, Ninth Infantry, “ incapacitated for 
active service, and that said incapacity results from 
wounds and injuries received in the line of,duty,” the 
President directs that his name be placed upon the list 
of retired officers of that class in which the disability 
results from long and faithful service, or from wounds or 
injury received in the line of duty, in conformity with 
sections 16 and 17 of the act of August 3, 1861. 

Leave of absence for four months is hereby granted 
First Lieutenant Charles L. Hudson, Fourth Cavalry. 

Ordnance Surgeon Martin Canavan, U.S. Army, now 
on duty at Fort Scammel, Maine, will report in person 
without delay to the commanding officer Fort Jackson, 
Louisiana, for duty at that post. Commutation of sub- 
sistence at the usual rates will be furnished while en 
route. The Quartermaster’s Department will furnish 
the necessary transportation. 

Private Sidney Haire, Company D, Fifteenth Infantry, 
having performed the duties assigned him in Orders No. 


168, of October 24, 1871, from headquarters Fort Union, | port 


New Mexico, will return to his station at Fort Union, 

with permission to delay thirty daysen route. The 

Quartermaster’s Department will furnish the necessary 
tion. 


Sergeant Frederick Smith, Company D, Fifteenth In- 
fantry, having performed the duties assigned him in Or- 
ders No. 168, of Octobor 24, 1871, from headquarters 
Fort Union, New Mexico, will return to his station at 
Fort Union, with permission to delay ten days en route. 
The Quartermaster’s Department will furnish the neces- 
sary transportation. 


Thursday, November 9. 


Major George D. Ruggles, assistant adjutan eral, 
will report for duty to the commanding general Depart- 
ment of Texas, relieving Major H. Clay Wood, assistant 


adjutant-general, who, upon being relieved, will repair 
to Portland, Oregon, and report for duty to the command- 
ing general Department of the Columbia. 

First Lieutenant Charles King, Fifth Cavalry, will re- 
port to Colonel William H. Emory, commander of the 
Department of the Gulf, for duty as aide-de-camp. 

The Quartermaster’s Department will furnish David 
Brown, formerly sergeant, of Company K, and John 
Williams, formerly private, of Company I, Twenty-third 
Infantry, with transportation from San Francisco, Oali- 
fornia, to this city, to enable them to enter the Soldiers’ 
Home, the cost of which will be refunded to the Quarter- 
master’s Department by the treasurer of the Soldiers’ 
Home, District of Columbia. 

Upon the recommendation of the Honorable Secretary 
of the Interior, Colonel John E. Smith, Fourteenth In- 
fantry, will repair to Washington city for conference on 
Indian affairs. 

The leave of absence granted First Lieutenant Robert 
G. Heiner, First Infantry, in Special Orders No. 103, 
October 3, 1871, from headquarters Department of the 
Lakes, is hereby extended sixty days. 

Friday, November 10. 

The leave of absence granted Captain Henry Clayton, 
Seventeenth Infantry, in Special Orders No. 228, October 
17, 1871, from headquarters cana of Dakota, is 
hereby extended till April 19, 1872. 

The resignation of Captain Henry Clayton, Seven- 
teenth Infantry, has been accepted by the President, to 
take effect April 19, 1872. 

The Jeave of absence granted Assistant Surgeon D. G. 
Caldwell, in Special Orders No. 214, October 12, 1871, 
from headquarters Department of the South, is hereby 
extended sixty days. 

Superintendent James Murphy, of the National Ceme- 
tery at Grafton, West Virginia, is hereby granted leave 
of absence for ten days. 

‘Hospital Steward J. W. Scott, U. 8. Army, now on 
duty in the Surgeon Generul’s Office, will be honorably 
discharged the service of the United States, to date 
November 16, 1871. 

Hospital Steward Henry Krueger, U. 8. Army, now on 
duty at Fort Bridger, Wyoming Territory, upon being 
relieved by Hospital Steward Charles D. Raymond, will 
report in person without delay to the commanding officer 
Fort Washington, Maryland, for duty at that post. 

Hospital Steward Charles Watson, U. 8. Army, now 
on duty at Fort Washington, Maryland, upon being re- 
lieved by Hospital Steward Henry Krueger, will report 
in person without delay to the Surgeon General U. 8. 
Army for duty in his office. The Quartermaster’s De- 
partment will furnish the necessary transportation. 
Commutation cf subsistence at the usual rates will be 
furnished while en route if it isimpracticable to provide 
subsistence in kind. 

Private George Sickels, Company A, First Infantry, 
now with his command, will be discharged the service of 
the United States upon the receipt of this order at the 
place where he may be serving. This soldier is entitled 
to pay, etc., only under paragraph 1,371, Revised U. 8. 
Army Regulations of 1863. ’ 

The unexecuted portion of the sentence of a General 
Court-martial, promulgated in General Court-martial 
Orders No. 82, of Aprii 1, 1871, from headquarters De- 
partment of Texas, directing that Private Danie] Crow- 
ley, Company F, Seventeenth Infantry, “forfeit to the 
United States all pay and allowances that are now or 
that may hereafter become due to him, to be dishonor- 
ably discharged the service of the United States, and 
then to be confined at hard labor at Fort Jackson, 
Louisiana, for the period of three years,” is hereby re- 
mitted, and he will be released from confinement upon 
the receipt of this order at the place where he may be 
confined. 

On the recommendation of the Paymaster-General, the 
following changes in the stations and duties of officers 
of the Pay Department are hereby made: Major George 
L. Febiger is assigned as chief paymaster Department 
of the Gulf, and Major William Smith to duty in that 
department. These officers will report accordingly to 
the commanding officer of the department upon his ar- 
rival in New Orleans. Major William R. Gibson will, 
upon expiration of his present leave of absence, report 
to the commanding general Department of Texas for 
duty as chief paymaster of that department. Major 
Charles M. Terrell, when he shall have completed his 
present assignment in Texas, will report in person to the 
chief paymaster Pay District of the Platte, Omaha, Ne- 
braska, and by letter to the Paymaster-General. 

On the recommendation of the Surgeon-General, As- 
sistant Surgeon Eli McClellan will report in person to 
the commanding general Department of the South for 
assignment to duty. 

On the recommendation of the. Judge-Advocate-Gen- 


eral, Major Herbert P. Curtis, judge-advocate, will a 


in person for duty to the com 
itary Division of the Pacific. cat 
Sergeant Sivenk Bogen, er Private Michael 
terson and Jo van, Fifth i 
ttery - in or pag 


having performed the duty assigned 
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64, headquarters Fort Warren, Massachusetts, will re- 
turn to that post without unnecessary delay. The 
Quartermaster’s Department will furnish the necessary 
transportation. 

The extension of leave of absence granted Captain 
Frederick E. Camp, Second Infantry, in Special Orders 
No. 62, October 7, 1871, from headquarters Military Di- 
vision of the South, is hereby further extended sixty 


tNo Special Orders were issued from the Adjutant- 
General’s Office Saturday, November 11.] 


Monday, November 13. 


Sergeant S. P. Stuart, General Service U. S. Army, 
now on duty as clerk in this office, is hereby discharged 
the service of the United States. 

Private Peter Aulworm, Battery A, Third Artillery, 
now with his command, will be dishonorably discharged 
the service of the United States upon the receipt of this 
order at the place where he may be serving. 

The Quartermaster’s Department will furnish Michael 
Kelly, formerly private of Company C, Second Cavalry, 
with transportation from Omaha Barracks, Nebraska, to 
this city, to enable him to enter the Soldiers’ Home, the 
cost of which will be refunded to the Quartermaster’s 
Department by the treasurer of the Soldiers’ Home, Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

Private Thomas McDonald, band of the Twelfth Infan- 
try, now with his command, will be discharged the ser- 
vice of the United States upon the receipt of this order 
at the place where he may be serving. 

The leave of absence granted First Lieutenant Ed- 
mund Luff, Eighth Cavalry, in Special Orders No. 163, 
September 13, 1871, from headquarters Department of 
the Missiouri, is hereby extended four months. 

Leave of absence for three months is hereby granted 
—— Lieutenant William P. Rogers, Seventeenth In- 

ntry. 











ARMY PERSONAL, 


GENERAL Halleck is reported to be very ill at his 
residence in Louisville. 

CADET Edwin P. Brewer has been dismissed from the 
West Point Military Academy, by order of Secretary 
Belknap, for hara-sing and improperly interfering with 
a cadet sentinel on duty. 

LEAVE of absence for thirty days, with permission to 
apply at headquarters Military Division of the Missouri 
for an extension of thirty days, was granted Second Lieu- 
tenant Frank W. Russell, Sixth Cavalry, November 6. 


Tae following officers reported at headquarters Mili- 
tary Division of the Pacific during the week ending No- 
vember 7; First Lieutenant Robert Pollock, Twenty- 
~~ Infantry ; Major Edwin C. Mason, Twenty-first In- 

try. 





MaJor Asa B. Carey, paymaster U.S. Army, was re- 
lieved November 3 from duty as member of the Court of 
Inquiry convened at Fort Bayard, N. M.,and Captain 
William Kelly, Eighth Cavalry, appointed member of 
said court. 

LEAVE of absence for twenty days was granted First 
Lieutenant O. E. Wood, Fifth Artillery, in orders from 
headquarters Department of the East, November 13, and 
for twenty-five days to Second Lieutenant W. P. Duvall, 
Fifth Artillery. 

LEAVE of absence for fifteen days was granted Sec- 
ond Lieutenant G. E. Overton, Sixth Cavalry, November 
10, to take effect upon the adjournment of the General 
Court-martial ordered to convene at Fort Waliace, Kan- 
sas, November 13. 

MaJon J. P. Brua, paymaster U. S. Army, was ordered 
November 7 to pay the troops stationed at the following 
posts up to date of last muster, viz.: Carlisle Barracks, 
Carlisle, Pa.; Allegheny Arsenal, Pittsburgh, Pa.; Frank- 
ford Arsenal, Pa. 

LEAVE of absence for twenty days was granted 
Captain L. H. Sanger, Seventeenth Infantry, No- 
vember 3,at the expiration of which he will report to 
the commanding officer Middle District, Fort Sully, D. 
T., for further orders. 

AcTING Assistant Surgeon Charles C. Arms, U. 8. Ar- 
my, at Camp Supply, I. T., was ordered November 6 to 
P without delay to Santa Fe, N. M., reporting 
—_ arrival to the commanding officer District of New 

exico for assignment to duty. 

Hosrirat Steward Charles Goettinger, U. 8. Army, 
was relieved from duty at Fort Gibson, C. N., Novem- 
ber 9, and ordered to proceed without delay to Santa Fé, 
N. M., reporting upon arrival to the commanding officer 
District of New Mexico for assignment to duty. 


First Lieutenant D. H. Murdock, Sixth Infantry, was 
ordered November 6 to proceed without delay from Fort 
Hays to Fort Scott, Kansas, for the purpose of turnin 
over the property for which he is accountable as late act- 
ing assistant quartermaster and acting commissary of 
subsistence at the latter post. 

THE leave of absence ior seven days granted Captain 
James A. Snyder, Third Infantry, from headquarters 
Fort Larned, was extended thirty days Novem- 
ber 6 in orders from headquarters Department of the 
Missowii, with permission to apply to the Adjutant-Gen- 
eral of the Army, through herbamestane Military Divi- 
sion of the Missouri, for an extension of three months. 


ActTIne Assistant S nm R, A. Christian, U.S. Ar- 
my, now at Fort Gibson, C. N., was ordered November 7 
to take amen of ond condet to Caste ive stations 
(as soon as they may be able to travel thereto) the enlist- 
ed men of the Sixth Infantry left sick at that post. 
Upon his arrival at Camp Supply, L. T., he will report to 
bE omen officer of that post for assignment to 


A GENERAL Court-martial was eapeinted: to ened t 
Fort Hamilton, New York Harbor, November 10, De- 


fail for the court; Captain H, W, Closson, First Ar- 


© | tain Mills, 


tillery ; Assistant Surgeon W. F. Buchanan, U.S. Army; 
First Lieutenant E. D. Wheeler, First Artillery; First 
Lieutenant R. G. Shaw, First Artillery ; First Lieuten- 
ant F. C. Nichols, First Artillery; Second Lieutenant J. 
M. K. Davis, First Artillery ; Second Lieutenant Allyn 
Capron, First Artillery. First Lieutenant J. W. Dillen- 
back, First Artillery, judge-advocate. 

Tue General Courts-martial instituted in Special 
Orders from headquarters Department of the East, of 
which Mejor A. P. Howe, Fourth Artillery, and Captain 
J. B. Rawles, Fifth Artillery, are respectively presidents, 
will re-convene, one at Fort Washiagton, Maryland, 
and the other at Fort Warren, Massachusetts, November 
16, to reconsider cases referred to them. 


A GENERAL Court-martial was appointed to meet at 
Madison Barracks, N. Y., November 14. Detail for the 
court: Major C. L. Best, First Artillery ; Assistant Sur- 
geon ©. 8. Degraw, U. S. Army; First Lieutenant E. 
Van A. Andruss, First Artillery ; First Lieutenant John 
L. Worden, Jr., First Infantry ; Second Lieutenant J. J. 
O'Connell, First Infantry. Second Lieutenant Carl F. 
Palfrey, First Artillery, judge-advocate. 

A GENERAL Court-martial is apppointed to meet at 
Fort Ontario, N. Y., November 21. Detail for the court: 
Major H. C. Pratt, paymaster U. S. Army; Major L. H. 
Pelouze, assistant adjutant-general U.S. Army; Captain 
William Silvey, First Artillery; Assistant Surgeon 
Harvey E. Brown, U. S. Army ; Second Lieutenant G. 
W. Deshler, First Artillery. First Lieutenant J. W. 
MacMurray, First Artillery, judge-advocate. 


Tue following officers were registered at headquar- 
ters Department of the East for the week ending Novem- 
ber 14: First Lieutenant 8S. M. Jones, Fourth Artillery ; 
First Lieutenant A. G. Forse, First Cavalry; Assistant 
Surgeon Richard Powell, U. 8. Army: Captain J. A. 
Snyder, Third Infantry ; Major John D. Wilkins, Eighth 
Infantry; Assistant Surgeon Charles Smart, U.S Ar- 
my; Second Lieutenant J. A. Yeckley, Twentieth In- 
fantry ; Surgeon B. E. Fryer, U. 8. Army. 


Tue following soldiers serving in volunteer regi- 
ments during the war, will, by applying to Major Fred. 
J. Karcher, Room 20, Army Building, corner Houston 
and Greene streets, N. Y., receive the amounts due them 
on the part of the United States, as back pay, bounties, 
etce.: W. H. Cook, Company D, Sixth New York Volun- 
teers; Max Fraenkel, Company F, Sixty-eighth New 
York Volunteers; John McCarty, Company B, Sixty- 
seventh New York Volunteers; A. F. Tungclaus, Com- 
pany K, Forty-first New York Volunteers. 


A GENERAL Court-martial was appointed to meet at 
Fort Hamilton, N. Y. harbor, November 10. Detail for 
the court: Captain H. W. Closson, First Artillery; As- 
sistant Surgeon W. F. Buchanan, U. S. Army; First 
Lieutenant E. D. Wheeler, First Artillery; First Lieu- 
tenant R. G. Shaw, First Artillery ; First Lieutenant F. 
C. Nichols, First Artillery ; Second Lieutenant J. M. K. 
Davis, First Artillery ; Second Lieutenant Allyn Capron, 
First Artillery. First Lieutenant J. W. Dillenback, 
First Artillery, judge-advocate. 

A GENERAL Court-martial was appointed to meet at 
Fort McHenry, Maryland, November 11. Detail for the 
court: Colonel Horace Brooks, Fourth Artillery ; Captain 
M. P. Miller, Fourth Artillery; Assistant Surgeon E. 
Coues, U. S. Army; First Lieutenant E. A. Bancroft, 
regimental quartermaster Fourth Artillery ; First Lieu- 
tenant J. B. Hazelton, Fourth Artillery; Second Lieu- 
tenant H. M. Jones, Fourth Artillery ; Second Lieuten- 
ant E. 8. Chapin, Fourth Artillery. First Lieutenant 
Arthur Morris, Fourth Artillery, judge-advocate. 


First Lieutenant Robert} Pollock, Twenty-first In- 
fantry, having reported for orders to the headquarters 
Military Division of the Pacific at the expiration of leave 
of absence, was ordered November 4 to report to the 
commanding officer, Angel Island, in time to conduct 
the detachment of recruits to be sent to the Department 
of Arizona by the steamer Newbern, leaving about 
November 25; and the presence of Second Lieutenant 
Charles Morton, Third Cavalry, being no longer required 
by the president of the retiring board in San Francisco, 
he was ordered to return to his station without delay. 


A GENERAL Ccurt-martial was appointed to meet at 
Fort Wallace, Kansas, November 13. Detail for the 
court: Captain Simon Snyder, Fifth Infantry; Captain 
H. 8. Hawkins, Sixth Infantry; Captain Louis T. Mor- 
ris, Third Infantry; First Lieutenant William Badger, 
Sixth Infantry; First Lieutenant C. G. Penney, Sixth 
Infantry; First Lieutenant J. W. Chickering, Sixth Cav- 
alry; First Lieutenant J. H. Sands, Sixth Cavalry ; 
Second Lieutenant G. E. Overton, Sixth ‘Cavalry ; Sec- 
ond Lieutenant R. E. Thompson, Sixth Infantry. Cap- 
tain Robert P. Hughes, Third Infantry, judge-advocate. 


A GENERAL Court-martial has been ordered at Camp 
McDowell, A. T., for the trial of charges preferred 
against Major N. A. M. Dudley, Third Cavalry, and Cap- 
ird Cavalry. Detail for the court: Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Grover, Third Cavalry; Major Evans, 
Third wag Major Green, First Cavalry ; Major Miz- 
ner, Twelfth Infantry; Captain O’Beirne, Twenty-first In- 
fantry ; Captain Foster, assistant quartermaster ; Cap- 
tain Mills, Twenty-first Infantry ; Captain McGregor, 
First Cavalry. Captain Guy V. Henry, Third Cavalry, 
judge-advocate. 

A GENERAL Court-martial is appointed to meet at 
Fort Monroe, Virginia, November 20. Detail for the 
court: Lieutenant-Colonel Joseph Roberts, Fourth Ar- 
tillery ; Captain S. S. Elder, First Artillery ; Captain E. 
R. Warner, Third Artillery; First Lieutenant C. C. 
McConnell, Fifth Artillery ; First Lieutenant J.C. White, 
First Artillery; First Lieutenant R. P. Strong, Fourth 
Artillery; Second Lieutenant Arthur Cranston, Fourth 
Artillery ; Second Lieutenant E. S. Curtis, Second Ar- 
tillery ; Second Lieutenant A. L, Morton, Fifth Artillery. 
Second Lieutanant J. E. Bell, First Artillery, judge- 
advocate. 

A GENERAL Co 





a was appointed to meet at 


urt- 
Fort Sully, D, T., November 28, for the trial of Surgeon 





C. E. Goddard, U. S. Army, Captain L. H. Sanger, Sev- 
enteenth Infantry, and such other persous as may be 

roperly brought before it. Detail for the court: Colonel 
D. . Stanley, Twenty-second Infantry; Colonel T. L. 
Crittenden, Seventeenth Infantry ; Surzeon John Camp- 
bell, U. 8S. Army; Surgeon J. P. Wright, U. S. Army; 
Captain 8. A. Waiuwright, Twenty-second Infantry ; 
Captain C. A. Webb, Twenty-second Infantry; Captain 
C. J. Dickey, Twenty-second Infantry; Captain Francis 
Clarke, ‘Swenty-second Infantry ; Captain J. B. Irvine, 
Twenty-second Infantry ; Captain C. W. Miner, Twenty- 
second Infantry; Captain G. H. Cram, Twenty-second 
Infantry; First Lieutenant A. H. Gouodloe, Twenty-sec- 
ond Infantry; First Lieutenant H. H. Ketchum, Twen- 
ty-second Infantry. First Lieutenant P. M. Thorne, 
Twenty-second Infantry, judge-advocate. 


GENERAL Edgar M. Gregory, U.S. Marshal for the 
Eastern District of Pennsylvania, died at his residence 
in Philadelphia, No. 1723 Master street, November 7th, 
in the 68th year of his age. He entered the volunteer 
service in January, 1862, as colonel of the Ninety-first 
Pennsylvania Volunteers, and was soon afterward ap- 
poiuted military governor of Alexandria, Va. He was 
promoted to brigadier-general for his services at l’reder- 
icksburg, and as brigade commander participated in all 
the engagements involving the Fifth Corps, except Get- 
tysburg, which found him at home under medical treat- 
ment for wounds received in action. Ie was brevetted 
major-general for gallantry at Five Forks. Since the 
war he has served as assistant commissioner of the Freed- 
men’s Bureau in Texas, Maryland, and Delaware, and as 
U. 8S. Marshal, which position he held at the time of his 
death. 


INSPECTIONS of public property, with a view to its 
condemnation, in accordance with directions from head- 
quarters Department of the Missouri, will be made dur- 
ing December as follows: By Lieutenant-Colonel Nelson 
H. Davis, assistant inspector-general U. S. Army, at 
Forts Leavenworth, Riley, Harker, Hays, Wallace, Lyon, 
and Reynolds; Licutenant-Colonel Thomas H. Neill, 
Sixth Cavalry, at the posts in Southeastern Kansas ; Col- 
onel W. B. Hazen, Sixth Infantry, at Forts Larned and 
Dodge, Kansas; Lieutenant-Colonel A. V. Kautz, Fit- 
teenth Infantry, at Fort Craig, N. M.; Captain James 
H. Stewart, Fifteenth Infantry, at Fort McRae, N. M.; 
Major David R. Clendennin, Eighth Cavalry, at Forts 
Garland, UC. T., and Wingate, N. M.; Colonel Gordon 
Granger, Fifteenth Infantry, commanding District of 
New Mexico, at Forts Uuion and Marcy and at Santa 
Fe, N. M.; Lieutenant-Colonel Thomas C. Devin, Eighth 
Cavalry, at Forts Cummings, Selden, and Stanton, N. M. ; 
Captain William Kelly, Eighth Cavalry, at Fort Bayard, 
N. M. 


BeFroreE a General Court-martial which convened at 
Jackson Barracks, New Orleans, Louisiana, September 
12, 1871, and of which Colonel Charles H. Smith, Nine- 
teenth Infantry, is president, Captain William G. 
Hodges, military storekeeper Quartermaster’s Depart- 
ment, U. S. Army, was arraigned and tried on the 
charges, Ist, of “ Embezzlement and misapplication of 
moneys intrusted to him for public purposes, in violation 
of the Thirty-ninth Article of War ;” 2d, of “ Embezzle- 
ment and misapplication of military stores belonging to 
the United States, in violation of the Thirty-sixth Article 
of War;” 34, of “Conduct unbecoming an officer and a 
gentleman.” ‘I'o which charges and their specifications 
the accused pleaded Not Guilty. ‘The court finds the ac- 
cused, Captain William G. Hodges, military storekeeper 
Quartermaster’s Department, U.S. Army, Guilty on all 
the charges and specifications except the first specifica- 
tion, third charge, of which they find him “ Guilty, ex- 
cept the words and figures ‘ six hundred and eighty-nine 
dollars and twenty cents,’ and substitutes therefor the 
words and figures ‘six hundred and eight dollars and 
twenty cents.’” And the court does therefore sentence 
him “To be cashiered.” The sentence has been ap- 
proved by the President, and Captain William G. 
Hodges, military storekeeper Quartermaster’s Depart- 
ment, U. S. Army, accordingly ceased to be an officer 
of the Army from November 4. 








PAYMASTER-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
WASHINGTON, October 31, 1871. ; 
Circular No. 79. 

1. Paragraph 19 of circular 76 of this office is revoked. 
2. Paymasters will render their accounts with vouchers, 
abstracts, etc., at the end of each month, unless for un- 
avoidable reason it may be impracticable. But a longer 
term than two months must not, under any circum- 
stances, be permitted to pass without such rendering of 
accounts. 3. An officer relieved from duty in the mili- 
tary department or district where serving, or leaving 
such department or district on leave of absence, or for 
other cause, must first close his accounts and turn over 
to his chief or other paymaster of the Department all 
the public funds for which he is liable. 

B. W. Brice, paymaster-general, U. S. Army. 

Official—J. H. Eaton, paymaster U. 8. Army. 


PAYMASTER GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
WASHINGTON, November 10, 1871. 


Circular No. 80. 


PAayYMASTERS hereafter issue no checks against their 
official deposits except in pursuance of law and Treasury 
regulations, as follows: 1. For payment of authorized 
vouchers. 2. For transfer of credits, from one to anoth- 
er paymaster, in the same depository. 3. To draw money 
for the payment ef troops. 4. In exchange for money 
when the deposit is at a distant point, and the money 
needed for present public disbursement. 

In all cases a brief statement on the face, or back of 
the checks should show the purpose for which they were 
issued. The foregoing has the concurrence and authori- 
ty of the Secretary of the Treasury and must be strictly 
observed. 


B. W. Brice, pay master-general, U. 8S. Army, 
Official—J, H, Eaton, paymaster U. 8, Army, 


Se wet 
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dent under date of November 7, transmits a copy of Mr. 
Colyer’s report to the Department, of his recent visit to 
Ari-ona, indorsing its recommendation of certain tracts 
of country in Arizona and New Mexico as eligible reser- 
vations, and recommending the issue of an executive or- 
der that proper officers of the War Department be di- 
rected to notify the various bands of roving Apaches 
that they are required to locate thereon immediately, 
with the alternative of active measures against them in 
the case of their non-compliance. The recommendation 
is further made that the announcement be made that so 
long as the Indians comply with these requirements of 
the Government, and settle upon these reser- 
vations and conduct themselves peaceably, they 
will be protected. The plan here proposed for 
the settlement of the Indian question is adopt- 
ed and its development is to be entrusted to 
Army officers. The instructions as to execution of the 
Presidential order, prepared by General Sherman, go 
through the War Department to General Crook, who is 
charged with the circulation of the order. An Army of- 
fiver will be appointed su perintendent of each reserva- 
tion ad interim, and the supervision of the Army is not 
restricted to the simple internal government of the reser- 
vation ; the white settlers are very properly put upon 
their good behavior, and will be hereafter not only 
forcibly prevented from occupying Indian land, but in- 
structed that extermination is not the policy of the Gov- 
ernment. 

The necessity for promptly adopting some measures to 
keep the peace in Arizona, is emphasized by the report 
which comes of an attack made by the Apaches upon a 
passing stage in which several persons were killed, among 
them Mr. Loring, a rising young author from Boston. 





CHANGES OF STATIONS. 
Tue following is alist of the changes of stations of troops re- 
ported at the War Department since last report: 


_Companies D, E, G, and I, Eighth Infantry, from David’s Island, 
New York Harbor, to Chicago, 11l., October 31. Ordered. 
Posts Discontinued, —-Drum Barracks, Cal., after November 20. 


THE NAVY. 


The Editor invites for this department of the Jovrnat all facts 
of interest to the Navy, especially such as relate to the movements 
of officers or vessels, 














VARIOUS NAVAL MATTERS. 


ADMIRAL Porter’s health has considerably improved 
of late, and though he is confined to his house, he is en- 
gaged on business connected with the building of the 
two iron torpedo boats authorized by Congress, one of 
which is to be constructed according to his own plan. 

THE U.S. steam sloop-of-war Ticonderoga, Commander 
O. C. Badger, arrived at Montevideo on September 18 
from Rio Janeiro. All well on board. This vessel re- 
lieved the U. 8. sloop Portsmouth, which sailed recently 
on her return voyage to the United States. The U.S. 
gunboat Wasp, commander Quackenbush, was still at 
Montevideo, September 19. Officers and crew all well. 

IN answer to inquiries made by our Department of 
State, the Spanish officials deny the recent newspaper 
statement to the effect that several Spanish war vessels 
had left Cuban waters for the vicinity of Port-au-Prince, 
with the intention to seize the Hornet should that vessel 
venture out of port. It is asserted that the war vessels 
were sent on a different ocean and in another quarter, 
and that there is only one Spanish man-of-war at or near 
Port-au-Prince. The Spanish authorities have been ad- 
vised that serious trouble may result should the Hornet 
be seized while she is under the American flay, and as 
an offset to the complaints made in regard to their ac- 
tion with reference to the Jornet, they assert that the 
crew of the vessel have injured the feelings of the Span- 
ish Consul at Port-au-Prince by making faces at him. 
The story is that the Spanish Consul, while passing the 
wharf where the vessel lay, was loudly derided by her 
crew, which is said to consist of about 200 colored sailors. 
In consequence of these proceedings, the Consul returned 
to his Consulate and tuok down his flag, and the fact of 
the alleged indignity has been communicated to our Gov- 
ernment. 

A DESPATCH received at the Navy Department, dated 
at Tunis, on board the U. 8. steamer Richmond, July 
16, gives an interesting account of an interview with 
the Bey of Tunis. Commodore Mullany, of that vessel, 
was accompanied on shore by eleven of his officers, and 
the party was received at the landing with a salute of 
fifteen guns. They were escorted by a Tunisian 


rear-admiral to his own quarters and there awaited a 
summons from the Bey. After a short delay they were 
received by the Bey in a large pavilion on the sea-shore, 
his temporary residence. The party was most cordially 
welcomed. Sentiments complimentary to either country 





were interchanged through an interpreter. On taking 
leave the Bey took the hand of Commodore Mullany, 
and, shaking it earnestly, charged the Commodore 
with a message to the President of t.e United 
States, which, as nearas can be translated, reads: “ When 
you return home go to the President and tell him that 
his good friend, the Bey of Tunis, sends him cordial and 
friendly greetings, and that the United States and its peo- 
ple are nearest to his heart.” Before leaving Commodore 
Mullany was received by the Prime Minister, who was 
also very complimentary in his expressions regarding 
the United States. 


Tue U.S. 8S. Wabash, 45 guns, left Boston November 
8, and arrived at New York November 18. She en- 
countered a heavy gale, in which three men at the wheel 
were severely injured during the voyage, but are re- 
ported to be doing well. In the afternoon of Monday 
she was visited by Generals Sherman, McDowell, and 
Ingalls, Colonel J. C. Audenreid,and Lieutenant F. D. 
Grant, who were entertained at lunch by Admiral Alden. 
The party left the Astor House at about two o’clock, and 
were driven in carriages to the foot of Whitehall street, 
where they embarked on board the quartermaster’s boat 
Henry Smith. The Henry Smith was soon under way, 
and after a run of about fifteen minutes she neared the 
Wabash and was received by the war vessel with appro- 
priate honors. The party were received by Rear-Admi- 
ral Alden and the officers of the Wabash. After partak- 
ing of a collation provided by the Admiral, the party 
were shown over the vessel. After thus spending a 
pleasant hour they once more boarded the Henry Smith, 
General Sherman receiving a salute, and the small steam- 
er was soon again at the foot of Whitehall street, where 
the party disembarked and returned to the Astor House. 
The Wabash was to leave on Thursday, but has been 
detained by the sinking of a barge from which she was 
taking in coal. After leaving New York she will 
proceed, with General Sherman and party on board, to 
Madeira, at which island she will remain about a week. 
She will then sail to Gibraltar, and from thence to Nice, 
where she will join the European Squadron. On her 
arrival Rear-Admiral Alden will assume command of 
the United States Squadron in European waters. At 
Nice General Sherman, Colonel Audenreid, and Lieuten- 
ant Grant will leave the vessel for a continental txip. 


A Boston correspondent of the New York Times, 
writing November 13, gives the following additional 
particulars of the Hassler expedition: 


“Tn about ten days the Hassler Scientific Expedition, 
under the auspices of the United States Coast Survey, 
and the immediate direction of Professor Agassiz, starts 
from the Navy-yard at Charlestown on a voyage of explo- 
ration more elaborate and important in its extent and 
aim than any before undertaken in the United States in 
behalf of navigation anda more definite knowledge of 
the character and action of the sea. Its object is, in 
brief, to investigate the bottom of the ocean in its deep- 
est part, to trace the sources of its currents, and to com- 
pare the Atlantic with the Pacific in order to ascertain, 
among other things, whether the one is higher than the 
other, as some contend, whether the temperature is the 
same, and what are the currents that come into conflict. 
In connection with this will be the study of the trans- 
parency of the ocean, the specific saltness of sea-water, 
its specific gravity, and its chemical constitution, 
and of the animals inhabiting the sea-bottom, and the 
fishes of the deep sea, which, it is thought, may give 
the means of ascertaining whether the great oceans in 
some past time communicated one with the other. The 
expedition is the thought of Professor Pierce, the pres- 
ent superintendent of the Coast Survey, who desires to 
materially enlarge the scope of the survey while under 
his management, following the example of his predeces- 
sor, Professor Bache, who extended the plan of Professor 
Hassler, the first superintendent, who operated during 
Jefferson’s administration, which was to make a thorough 
trigonometrical survey of our coast by introducing ex- 
tensive and systematic scientific investigations. 

“ The expedition is to be sent out by the Navy Depart- 
ment. A corps of naval officers have been selected with 
special reference to this work, to take charge of the ves- 
sel, so that the scientific gentlemen can rely on the most 
thorough co-operation from the officials about them. To 
make the scientific investigations, the best and foremost 
scientists have been engaged. The commander of the 
vessel will be Captain P. C. Johnson; Lieutenant-Com- 
mander, C. W. Kennedy; Masters, H. B. Mansfield and 
E. W. Reamy; Physicians, Drs. Pitkins and Marton ; 
Paymaster, Winter H. F. Dee; and Engineers Caulfield 
and Bright. At the head of the scientific corpa will be 
Professor Agassiz, as I have already stated, and the work 
will be under the supervision mainly of Count de Pour- 
tales, whe has had extensive experience in deep-sea 
dredging. Among the assistants will be Dr. Thomas 
Hill, late President of Harvard University, Presideut 
Eliot’s immediate predecessor, who, being in charge of 
the department of physics of the sea, will make or su- 
perintend the physical experiments concerning the sea; 
Dr. White, of Philadelphia, of the chemical department, 
will make analysis of the water and other material con- 
nected with the chemical study of the sea; Dr. A. Stein- 
dacher will have charge of the geology of the ocean, the 
study of the natural history of the bottom-sea animals 
and the deep-sea fishes; James Blake, of Provincetown, 
Cape Cod, will superintend the fishing; the geological 
draftsmen, and several naval officers who have been pre- 
paring as topographers. 

“The plan to be carried out is this: First, to ex- 
plore the South Atlantic, then to go straight to the 
West Indies and begin the first great work, the investi- 
gation of the origin of the Gulf Stream. Then to go 
eastward into the broad ocean to seek for the greatest 
depth of the Atlantic, and when found, thoroughly in- 
vestigate its bottom. From thence to Rio, where a stop- 
page for supplies will be made. From Rio the party 
will explore the east coast of Patagonia and the Fulk- 
land Isiands, ascertaining and tracing the course of the 
South Pole currents, as they enter either the Atlantic 
or Pacific, which are now toa great extent unknown, 





and therefore the cause of much trouble and danger. 
They wiil next through the Straits of Magellan 
into the Pacific ; investigate that ocean in the same way 
as in the Atlantic, especially the shore currents and open 
currents, the depth of the water and the sea-bottom ; 
study the animals and the fishes, visit and explore the 
islands opposite the continent, and the continent itself ; 
and finally bring up at San Francisco, where the scien- 
tific corps will leave the vessel, and the latter, after a 
short stop, proceed with the officers of the Coast Survey 
to survey the route from San Diego to Panama; then 
go north as far as Puget Sound, and probably proceed 
a8 far as Alaska. 

“The steamship Hassler, which is the vessel selected 
for the expedition, was built especially for this service. 
She hes been at the Navy-y only afew days, and 
came there from Philadelphia fresh from her makers. 
She is 165 feet long, 25 feet beam, and 10 feet hold. She 
is furnished with compound engines, with double cylin- 
ders, the larger being 28 by 28, and the smaller 16 by 28, 
one of which carries from seventy to eighty pounds of 
steam. She has a reeling engine for hauling in the 
deep-sea line, and many other modern appliances and fa- 
cilities for the scientific experiments. Her internal ar- 
rangements were planned by Captain Carlisle P. Patter- 
son, chief hydrographer of the Coast Survey, and the 
vessel was built under the supervision of Professor 
Pierce, the superintendent of the Survey. She is named 
after Professor Hassler, the first superintendent, who 
died in 1843, after having rendered valuable service to 
this country in establishing the coast survey and begin- 
ning its work. Some of these details I have obtained 
from Professor Agassiz. He is enthusiastic in his ex- 
pressions of satisfaction with the liberal manner in 
which the Navy Department and the officials of the 
Coast Survey have provided for this expedition, and is 
anticipating great results from the investigations to be 
made. He proposes to give, as has been his custom, es- 
pecial attention to the fishes of the poms sea, and ex- 
pects to learn much from their study, and the solution 
to many interesting problems. In order to preserve the 
specimens secured, something like $20,000 will be re- 
quired, half of which has been raised in Boston, and the 
remainder, it is probable, will not be found difficult to 
raise. The expedition will be absent about ten months.” 


- 








NAVY GAZETTE. 


REGULAR NAVAL SERVICE. 


ORDERED. 
November 8,—Master James G. Cogswell to the Pacific Fleet. 
DETACHED. 
NovemBer 9.—Passed Assistant Paymaster Henry Gerrard, as 
naval storekeeper at Key West, Fla., and ordered to settle ac- 
counts. 
Novemser 13.—First Assistant Engineer H. F. Bradford, from 
the Tallapoosa, and placed on waiting orders. : 
November 14.—Cummander James W. Shirk, from duty in the 
Navy Department, and ordered as assistant hydrographer, at the 
Hydrographic Office. 
APPOINTED. 


November 14.—Clarence E. Black, of Philadelphia, an assistant 
surgeon in the Navy. 


LIST OF DEATHS 


In the Navy of the United States, which have been reported to the 
Chief of the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery fur the week ending 


November 11: 
James Thomas, seaman, July 28, U. 8. steamer Franklin at 
Portsmouth, England. 
Edward Francis, ordinary seaman, September 19, U. S. steamer 
Guerriere, at hospital, Spezia. 

John Gracey, ordinury seaman, October 29, Naval Hospital, New 
Y 


=. 
Josiah M. Wilson, master, October 29, at Sullivan, Indiana. 


CHANGES IN THE MARINE CORPS. 


Tue following are the changes in the officers of the Marine Corps 
since last memoranda, viz. : 
NoveEMBER 14. 


Captain John H. Higbee, U. S. Marine Corps.—On 2d inst. granted 
leave of absence for one month from 15th inst. é 
Captain L. L. Dawson, U. 8. Marine Corps.—On 2d inst. granted 
leave of absence for one month trom date of relief from command 
of marine guard on board steamer Franklin. 
First Lieutenant Richard S. Callum, U. 8. Marine Corps.—On 2d 
inst. ordered to report in person at headquarters U. 8. Marine 
Corps, upon bis (steamer Aichmond) marine guard being transferred 
to barracks. 
Second Lieutenant Wood S. Schenck, U. S. Marine Corps.—On 8th 
inst. granted leave of absence for three weeks for the benefit of his 
health. : 
First Lieutenant E. P. Meeker, U. S. Marine Corps.—On 10th inst. 
granted leave of absence for thirty days from 21st inst. 

First Lieutenant Richard 8. Callum, U. S. Marine Corps.—On 11th 
inst. granted leave of absence for one month trom date. 








LETTERS 1N THE NEW YORK POST-OFFICE, 
Tue following is a list of letters remaining in the New York Post 
office on the dates given. These letters are retained in the New 
York Office for one month from date, after which they are sent to 
the Dead-Letter Office, Washington : 


ARMY. 
NovemBeEr 10, 
Barker, I. H., Captain. Mann, W. D., Colonel. 
Bethune, W. J., Captain. Pryer, John, Captain. | 
Griffin, P. H., Colouel. Ca 


Rennand, R. H., pe 
Snow, R. T., Colone! lain 
Vallanco, W. H., C faior, 
Williams, Lawren: Jor. 


November l4. 


Hennen, W. D., Colonel. 
Jones, A. J., Captain. 
Leland, W. W., Major. 





Davis, H. P., Captain. Miller, E., Colo’ 4 
Delancey, Claude, Captain. | McMahon, Cap$ one}, 
King, J. M., Captain. | Nixon, W. A “olonel. 
Magill, J. F., Major. Screven, Joh’ 








ANSWERS TO conREsPC NT 
a 
Cavatny.—The board appointed to ¥ 0 11. actics _* 1@- 
ported on a combination for the three service, as 
yet nothing has been adopted. 
Cope.—We do not keep the Milit, 
in fact, we have not as yet been fa 


Code for sale at our office : 
with a copy from General 


‘ 





Headquarters. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 
THE BILGED MIDSHIPMAN ONCE MORE. 


To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 
Sr: I must request space in your columns to add a 


few words with regard to the “bogus middie” who has | lars 


defrauded naval officers and their friends to such an ex- 


tent. 

About July 28, a young man, wearing a Navy vest 
and cap, alighted at my father’s gate, near Delhi, Ill., 
and represented himself as Cadet Midshipman Freeman 
of the first class at the Naval Academy. I received him 
cordially, and in the course of conversation asked him 
why he was not upon the practice cruise. He replied 
that through influence he had got leave for the summer. 
This was unsatisfactory, as were also his answers to nu- 
merous ed yen relating to the Academy. Pres- 
ently he stated that he was out of funds, and desired 
assistance to reach Annapolis, where he was ordered to 
— I requested to see his orders, but he said he 
did not have them with him. Happily, the previous 
evening I had received the JouRNAL, with Lieutenant- 
Commander Brown’s short statement in it. I was now 
satisfied that my money-borrowing friend was identical 
with the impostor referred to. Leaving my brother to 
entertain him, I jumped into my buggy and drove to the 
office of a justice of the peace. Upon consulting him, 
I ascertained that, as it was a penitentiary offence, he 
could only bind the party over until the Circuit Court 
met, supposing my conjectures proved true. As I had 
to return to the East in afew days, I could not remain 
some three months until court met in order to prosecute, 
and even had I done so the would-be imposter had not 
committed himself sufficiently to be prosecuted success- 
fully, as he had desired only assistance. I was deter- 

» however, that he should refund the amount he 
had procured from Lieutenant-Commander Brown's 
father-in-law. For this purpose I procured a writ upon 
the strength of Lieutenant-Commander Brown’s note, 
and, taking a constable with me, drove home. Upon my 
arrival I introduced Cadet Midshipman Freeman to the 
officer of the law, showed him the reference in the Jour- 
NAL, and assured him that he was the person alluded to. 
He was taken by surprise, but preserved his coolness, 
and asked me, “ What proof have you?” I replied that 
he must produce proof of his identity as Midshipman 
Freeman, or I would place him under arrest. He then 
asked for a private interview, and when it was granted 
confessed all. He begged me with tears, for the sake of 
his respectable family, for the sake of his aged mother, 
for his own sake, to let him go, that he might redeem 
his character; that if I sent him to the penitentiary it 
would kill his mother, and would ruin him irretrieva- 
bly, as he would come forth from prison branded as a 
felon. I then told him that although I could forgive 
him and allow him an opportunity to redeem his char- 
acter, I still owed a duty to Lieutenant-Commander 
Brown. He then got down upon his knees, and, clasp- 
ing mine, begged me that I would not ruin him forever, 
and taking the most solemn oaths that he would reform. 
And as an additional inducement, he offered me his dia- 
mond studs, cameo ring, sleeve-buttons, watch and 
chain, all his clothes, except the suit he wore, and some 
$25 in money if I would let him go. Of course I 
spurned him and his offer. 

After mature reflection I saw that it was highly im- 
— that Lieutenant-Commander Brown’s father-in- 

w would come all the distance from Vermont to prose- 
cute. I therefore told him that if he would make a full 
confession, make complete restitution, and give me a 
solemn oath that he would reform and lead an honest 
life, I would let him go. He declared that Mr. Tyler 
and Master E. P. Wood were the only ones he had swin- 
dled. He gave the oath required, but had not sufficient 
money ($55) to make the desired restitution. I there- 
fore turned him over to the law. He then persuaded 
the justice of the peace to send him to Jacksonville, 
some seventy miles distant, averring that he could there 
raise the required sum. Two constables accompanied 
him, and the following day he returned with the amount 
T had —, He had got it from a former class-mate 
named mnell, by threatening to tell in the commu- 
nity the cause of the latter’s dismissal from the Naval 
Academy. The money was placed in two registered 
letters, addressed respectively to Lieutenant-Comman- 
der Brown and Master E. P. Wood, and I have since re- 
ceived receipts from these gentlemen. He was now re- 
leased, after reiterating his solemn pledge, I assuring 
him that I would preserve his name a secret as long as 
he kept his promise, but that the moment I ascertained 
that his confession to me was untrue, or that he had re- 
sumed his evil practices, I would expose him to the world 
by publication. 

A few days afterward, Mr. R. H. Folger’s letter ap- 
— in the JouRNAI, and I also received « note from 

im. Ithus gained the knowledge that the alias Mr. 
Freeman’s vonfession was un‘rue, and that many others 
had suffered besides those reimbursed. I immediately 
went to Jacksonville to procure some clue that might 
aid Mr. Folger in his attempt to arrest the swindler, 
but Leould ascertain nothing from young McConnell. 
Mr. Folger’s letter informed me that his family stood 
very ,» and that his mother was a most estimable 
lady. For this reason, and with the vain hope that he 
might reform, I have refrained from publishing the 

ung man’s name, but I am just in receipt of letters 
rom two individuals, Chas. A. Osborn, Leavenworth, 
Kansas, and P, J. Tallman, Ogdensburg, N. Y., inform- 
ing me that he is not only continuing his infamous ca- 
reer, but has assumed my name. 

In fulfillment of my promise to the misguided youth, 
as well as also to execute a duty I owe the public, I give 
his name. Tt is Frank H. Powers, of Poland, Mahoning 
county, Ohio. He was received into the Academy as a 
naval apprentice from the practice-ship Portsmouth in 
1868. In the autumn of 1869 he was detected stealing 
from his classmates, and resigned to avoid dismissal. 
Mr. R, H. Folger and others have refrained from active 


measures upon account of the high standing of his fam- 
ily. All must deeply sympathize with his relatives, 
bowed down with grief u account of the doings of 
the one black sheep. He has now been given an excel- 
lent opportunity to reform, but he seems to prefer the 
paths of dishonesty and crime. His operations, as far 
as heard from, cover nearly or quite four hundred dol- 

The Navy, to preserve her deservedly high reputation 
for honor, should take some efficient measures. I am 
glad to learn that the Department at Washington has 
taken the matter in hand, and contemplates putting a 
speedy check ujon the unfortunate youth’s career. 

With many thanks for the valuable space occupied by 
my communication, I remain, 

Respectfully, A. B. Wycxkorr, U. 8. N. 
ANNAPOLIS, . November 8, 1871. 








A NAVAL ORDNANCE CORPS. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sir: Your correspondent “ Nautilus” advances several 
arguments in favor of the establishment of a special 
Ordnance Corps for the Navy, and invokes the fame of 
the lamented Dahigren to sustain his position. 

I have before me a letter of that distinguished officer, 
who, in relation to this subject with others, expresses 
himself as follows: 

“In countries like the United States and England, 
where individual enterprise has such immense develop- 
ment, it is hardly to be advised that the Government 
should voluntarily separate itself therefrom. It may by 
so doing be better able to guard the work against the 
injurious influences of the contract system, but the cer- 
tain and pernicious consequences of routine in men and 
measures (italics his own) will more surely though less 
openly produce greater evils.” 

The writer has often conversed with the Admiral on 
this subject, and it was always his opinion that in na- 
val matters the tendency of chiefs of bureaus to solve 
problems in gunnery by reasoning, in lieu of careful ex- 
periment at sea, could only be cured by bringing in offi- 
cers fresh from sea service. A sufficiency of such offi- 
cers is (or rather was at that time) to be found compe- 
tent to perform the special duties at Washington and at 
foundries, and it rested with the authorities of the day 
to usefully employ them in their specialties in the inter- 
vals of sea service. The Navy has already suffered quite 
enough from life estates in bureaus. W.N. J. 








LEATHER CANNON. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sr: Your correspondent “8,” in writing on manuals 
of arms of the seventeenth century, has fallen into an 
error at the close of his letter, the more surprising as the 
rest of his remarks betray considerable information as to 
that period. 

He says that the Scotch “ used cannon made of leath- 
er, which one day’s moderate use destroyed ;” and the 
statement unexplained is very apt to produce wrong im- 
pressions on the minds of those who are not aware of the 
construction of the celebrated weapon in question. 

Gustavus Adolphus was the inventor, or at all events, 
the first adopter of these famous “ leather cannon,” and 
their full construction can be found in Cust’s “ Lives of 
the Warriors,” and de Peyster’s “ Forstenson.” ‘'The lat- 
ter work is unfortunately out of print, but one copy at 
least exists in the Mercantile Library of this city, where 
the authorities are given, I think. Cust’s works are 
well known on both sides of the sea. 

These “leather cannon” ‘received their name simply 
from their covering—a jacket of leather. They were 
composed of a central tube of copper an inch thick, and, 
IT think, about three-inch bore, which was surrounded 
with concentric staves of wood, like barrel staves, but 
two or three inches thick, carefully and accurately 
fitted. These staves were wound round with two thick- 
nesses of stout cord or leathern thongs, and the whole 
covered with a jacket of leather, put on wet, like our 
McClellan saddle cover. The trunnions were cast solid 
with the central tube, and an iron or steel breech-piece 
screwed in. The vent-tube was also screwed in, and 
made of copper. 

These cannon were very cheap and light, and by no 
means as unserviceable as “S” thinks. Gustavus Adol- 
phus used them for regimental field-pieces almost ex- 
clusively ; and at the passage of the Lech it was the 
“leather cannon,” throwing shot and grape, that con- 
tributed more to Tilly’s defeat than perhaps any other 
cause. 

The method of construction involved (a strengthened 
core) was one of the first essayed in gun-making in the 
earlier period of its history. There still exists at Edin- 
burgh Castle an enormous gun, called familiarly “Mons 
Meg,” made on the same principle. “Mons Meg” is a 
gun of thin cast iron, wound round with rope, but the 
piece was so faulty that it cracked open, and remains in 
that state to this day, with the stone balls alongside of it. 

We are coming back to the same system now. All the 
English guns are built upon precisely the same princi- 
ple, iron bands being substituted for rope. Indeed, in 
“ Holley’s Ordnance and Armor,” we find a series of ex- 
periments made by Mr. Longridge, C. E. on brass tubes 
wound with wire, which tend to show that the field-piece 
of the future may yetfapproximate more closely to Gus- 
tavus Adolphus’ “ leather cannon” in construction than 
now seems probable. The experimenter, winding from 
two to six thicknesses of wire (the coils being most nu- 
merous at the breech) around brass tubes only a quarter 
of an inch thick, and of the bore of a three-pounder, ob- 
tained results exceeding in strength the gun itself, with 
little more than half the weight. From want of money 
the experiments, which were made in England, were dis- 
continued ; but if the same trials were made by our 
Ordnance Department and carried to a practical test, 
there is every reason to believe that we might yet put a 
field-piece of that construction into the field of the 
largest bore, greatest strength, and smallest weight of any 





piece of any government now in running order. 


Verily there is nothing new under the sun; and if 
such a consummation comes, we may owe the original 
idea to Gustavus Adolphus, the father of modern tactics, 
and the first founder of “ leather cannon.” 

VOLUNTEER CAVALRYMAN. 








A WORD TO “<X.” 


To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sin: Your correspondent signing himself “X,” in 

mentioning the service of the 15-inch guns at Fort 

Monroe, makes the following statement: ‘“ We under- 

stand that one hundred pounds of powder is the usual 

charge at the Fort Monroe practice grounds, but we 

also hear that a gun is never fired there until every one, 
high and low, is safely ensconced under good and reliable 
cover.” Were “X” a resident of Old Puint and made it 
a part of his daily experience to be present whenever a 
15-inch gun was fired on the practice ground of Fort 
Monroe, his statement would deserve implicit belief— 
unless, indeed, “X ” allowed his attention to rove, and 
exchanged for his critical observation of the firing party 
the more pleasant and engrossing scrutiny of some fair 
wanderer on the beach. But as he writes from hearsay, 
and the broad insinuation about “cover ” is so unfair to 
the ordnance officers who have experimented with the 
15-inch guns, and the artillery officers who have fired 
them each year in target practice, and is such a reflec- 
tion on the general merits of the veteran 15-inchers at 
Fort Monroe, that we feel bound to dispute the assertion 
of “ X,” and in refutation we say that during the past 
two years we have witnessed repeated trials of the 15- 
inch guns at Fort Monroe, and never observed that spe- 
cial regard for personal safety which, according to “ X,” 
is an invariable accompaniment to the discharge of the 
15-inch gun. IMPARTIAL OBSERVER. 








EARLY AMERICAN INFANTRY TACTICS. 


To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sim: The interesting article in your issue of the 4th 
instant, entitled “Old Manuals of Arms,” has induced 
me to communicate to the JOURNAL some information 
concerning an old copy of early American Infantry Tac- 
tics, that came into my possession three years ago; a 
work, I presume unknown to most of your readers. 

On the back of the volume the only indications of its 
character are the abbreviations “ Milita. Exerc.” ; but on 
the title page we are informed that it is “ A Treatise of 
Mili Exercise, calculated for the use of the Ameri- 
cans. which everything that is supposed can be of 
use to them is retained, and such manceuvres as are only 
for show and parade are omitted. To which is added 
some directions on the other Points of Discipline.” It 
was published at Philadelphia in 1776, by Styner and 
Cist, in Second street, near Arch street.” Its author is 
Lewis Nicola, and he dedicates his work to “ John Dick- 
inson, Daniel Roberdean, John Padwallader, Thomas 
M’Kean, and Timothy Matlack, "sq’s, Colonels to the 
Five Milita Battalions of the City of Philadelphia.” By 
studiously avoiding everything calculated “only for 
show and parade,” the author, has succeeded in treating 
his subject on ninety-one small pages of coarse print, 
with nine plates. The work is divided into an introduc- 
tion, twenty chapters and a conclusion, of each of which 
I will give you a brief summary. 

Introduction.—Reasons for rejecting useless mancou- 
vres; formation of battalion in three ranks defended, 
that being the usual method, the Philadelphia battalions, 
however, employing two-rank formation ; reasons for using 
subdivision instead of company throughout the work ; 
bush-fighting advocated, though the author confesses his 
inability to prescribe rules therefor; suggestions as to 
sacredness and care of corps colors. 

Chapter I—Regiment to consist of eight battalion and 
two rifle companies, the riflemen to have lighter arms 
and coats without sleeves. The author admits that 
“ Using rifles in war is certainly savage and cruel,” but 
pleads their “absolute necessity” in the peculiar cir- 
cumstances of the Americans. Deprevates pitched bat- 
tles in the contest then raging, and advocates ambus- 
cades and destruction of detachments. 

Chapter IL—The battalion assembles by companies, 
which dress on the same line. When all have arrived, 
the adjutant takes the odd files from each and com- 
mands, “ Take care to form the battalion! Right hand 
file stand fast! To the right form the battalion—March.” 
All but the right file face to the right and close up to 
facing distance, leaving interval for a sergeant between 
company flanks. “Take care! Face to the front.” The 
adjutant then divides the battalion into sixteen platoons 
two platoons to form a subdivision, two subdivisions a 
grand-division, grenadiers or riflemen not included, both 
companies being posted on the right. Each platoon is 
given a sergeant, who takes post onits outer flank. The 
battalion ready, the adjutant reports to the colonel, when 
the major, “ if not otherwise directed,” commands, “ Offi 
cers, Take post in battalion—March.” The officers take 
post four paces in front of the battalion, captains oppo- 
site outer flanks of their companies, first lieutenant in 
front of opposite flank, second lieutenants and ensigns 
between them, second lieutenant next to captains. 

Chapter Ili.—* fhe ranks being at four good paces 
from each other, the :au.1t.al may be performed either with 
open or close files; it t. former, the major gives the 
following words of comand: “Take care to double 

our files! Left han files! To the right—double.” 

ollowed by “March, Halt.” Every second file faces to 
the rear, marches till clear 01 the other files, halts, and 
faces to the front, coverin ; the right files each man four 
paces in rear of the one in Lis front. “ Officers take 
your posts in the rear of the battalion—March! Halt.” 
The officers halt four paces in rear of the battalion and 
face to the front. The manual begins with the piece at 
a shoulder in the left hand, three last fingers under the 
butt-plate, piece resting against left shoulder nearly 
perpendicular. One second of time between motions. 
1, “ Take care! Poise your fire-locks. Similar to first 
motion of support arms, except barrel turned to right. 
2, “Cock your firelocks”; turn barrel torear and cock 
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the piece. 3, “Present”; our aim. 4, “Fire”; fire 
and come to “ priming position ” similar to our “ ready ” 
with muzzle-loaders. 5, “Half cock your firelocks”; 
6, “Handle your cartridge”; 7, “Prime”; 8, “Shut 
your pans”; 9,“Charge with cartridge”; 10, “ Draw 
your rammers”; 11, ‘“ Ram down your cartridge”; 12, 
“Return your rammers”; 13, “Shoulder your fire- 
locks” ; 14, “Rest your firelocks”; nearly our “ pre- 
sent,” right foot thrown slightly to the rear. 15, “ Or- 
der your firelocks” ; similar to our “ order.” 16, “Ground 
your firelocks”; 17, ‘Take up your firelocks”; both 
movements executed by facing to right and making a 
side step with left foot. 18, “ Rest your firelocks”; same 
as 14. 19, “Shoulder your firelocks”; 20, “ Secure 
your firelocks”; like present “secure.” 21, “Shoulder 
your firelocks”; 22, “Fix your bayonets”; piece held 
in left hand, clear of ground, low enough to fix bayonet. 
23, “Shoulder your firelocks”; 24, “Present your 
arms”; same as 14. Commands 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, and 
30 are combinations of the “facings,” with the “ pre- 
sent,” the piece being raised perpendicularly well up in 
the first motion and brought down to “ present” briskly 
in last, the commands being, “ To the right (or left) face,” 
“To the right (or left) about face”; 31, “ Shoulder your 
firelocks” ; 32, “Charge your bayonets”; similar to our 
“charge,” but piece held level. 33, “Shoulder your 
firelocks ”; 34, “ Advance your arms”; like our “ car- 
ry.” 389, “Shoulder your firelocks.” “When this is 
finished, everything must be restored to its former state 
by the following wordsof command: “ Ufficers! Take 
care! Take your post in the front of the battalion— 
March! Halt.” “ Files that doubled to the left! As ye 
were—March.” 


Chapter IV.—“ Of marching by grand or subdivisions, 
or by companies particularly at reviews.” “ Rear ranks ! 
Close to the front—March.” The centre and rear ranks 
march till there remains no more distance between the 
ranks than what is necessary to give the men room to 
step without treading on the heels of those before them.” 
“To the right wheel by subdivisions—March ”; wheel 
executed as at present. In marching in review, the sub- 
divisions after passing the reviewing officer and wheel- 
ing to left twice, open ranks again to four paces. 

Chapter V.—Treats of firings, in twenty-three pages. 
Lest this article should grow too long, I will give only 
the general rules and the divisions of the chapter. 
Platoon commanders in intervals between platoons, other 
officers four paces in rear, ranks closed to two paces 
apart. Front rank kneels on right knee, planting butt 
of musket on the ground. Centre rank steps forward 
and fires over heads of front rank; rear rank between 
men of centre rank, then fall back and load. “ Platoon 
firing standing, advancing, retreating.” “Firing by 
subdivisions, standing, advancing, retreating.” Firing by 
grand divisions standing, advancing, retreating.” “ Fir- 
ing by wings.” “Firing by ranks.” “ Firings to rear.” 
“Oblique firing.” “Parapet firing.” “Street firing.” 
“Firing a volley.” 

Chapter VI-—Wheeling on the centre, by battalion, 
wing, or grand division. One command for battalion, 
will show the principle. “Take care to wheel on the 
centre! To the right wheel on the centre—March ! 
Halt.” Right wing faces about, and both wheel to the 
right and halt, right wing facing about in. 

Chapter VII.—To change battalion front by filing, or 
wheeling by subdivisions or platoons. “Take care to 
change front of the battalion by filing! Face to the left! 
March and wheel by files—Halt”; similar to the old 
“counter-march.” ‘Take care to change the front of 
the battalion by wheeling to the left by subdivisions! 
To the left wheel—March! Halt.” 

+ Chapter VIIL—“Take care to form the square by 
grand divisions! Grand divisions! Form the square— 
March.” Similar to “ forward on the centre form square,” 
but second division advances, first division becomes sec- 
ond front, third division third front, fourth division 
fourth front. Grenadiers divide by platoons and cover 
angles. “ iace square”; all face outward. “Take care 
to march the square to the front (right, left, or rear)— 
March.” “Take care to reduce the square! From the 
square form the battalion—March.” Exact reverse of 
forming it, so that the battalion occupies the same 
ground as before forming square. 

_ Chapter [X.—“ Take care to form the oblong square! 
Form the oblong square—March.” Same as before, ex- 
cept fourth subdivision from right marches forward, the 
three to its right form second front, the three to its left 
third front, the eighth or left fourth front, grenadiers 
covering angles. Reduced similarly to first. 

Chapter X.—“ Of passing a bridge or defile, and of the 
side step.” “Take care to pass the bridge—March.” 
Battalion faces inward on subdivision opposite bridge, 
which faces to the left and files to right across bridge, 
followed by subdivisions from right and left alternately ; 
the leading subdivision marching slowly when across, 
till the rest form on its right and left. The side step is 
the old oblique step to the right or left, and front. De- 
ployment of column recommended by side step (oblique) 
instead of by filing or wheeling. 

Chapter XI.—Being in battalion line of battle, to pass 
through a wood. “ Take care the battalion ! Face to the 
right! Subdivisions! Wheel to the left by files—March.” 
Similar to present “by company right forward fours 
right.” Having passed the wood “ To the right wheel by 
files and form the battalion—March! Halt.” 

Chapter XII.—‘ Take care to form the solid column 
by subdivisions! Right-hand subdivision! Stand fast! 
Face to the right—March.” The right subdivision moves 
slowly straight forward; all the rest move by the right 
flank and follow successively in rear of the first, taking 
up by the left flank on the same ground, the subdivi- 
sions “as close as possible, leaving just room enough for 
the men to march freely,” the grenadiers covering flanks 
of column. “Prepare to charge—March! or Charge.” 
Three front ranks charge bayonets, and the whole col- 
umn moves forward as briskly as possible. To deploy 
the column, “ Take care to form the battalion—March,” 
Leading subdivision moves forward, rest oblique to 
places; or like present “ left front into line” from col- 
nmn by company, the subdivisions executing movement 


successively as they have room. Another method, 
“ Leading subdivision ! Stand fast! Face to the left— 
March.” Similar to present “on first division deploy 
column, fours left.” 

Chapter XIII.—Similar to “Upton’s Tactics,” article 
10, page 210. 


Chapter XIV.—“ Of forming the square when march- | Arm 


ing in open column, by subdivision or grand divisions.” 
“Take care to form the square—March.” The leading 
subdivision halts, the second obliques to left and 
joins on it, forming first front, the third and fifth march 
forward and wheel to right for second front, the fourth 
and sixth march and wheel to left for third front, eighth 
obliques on seventh for fourth, grenadiers covering an- 
gles. “Take care to reduce the square—March! Halt.” 
First and fourth fronts reverse of before, second and 
third fronts file by subdivisions to left and right respec- 
tively into place, first subdivision marching forward, 
rest taking distance successively. “‘ Take care to form 
grand divisions—March.” Odd-numbered subdivisions 
march forward, even-numbered oblique and join their 
left, second on first, fourth on third, ete. “ Take care 
to form the square—March! Halt.” The three rear di- 
visions close to half-distance, and form square as per 
Upton, pages 204-5. ‘ Take care to reduce the square— 
March.” The second, third, and fourth fronts face 
about ; first and fourth then stand fast, the sutdivisions 
of second wheel to left, of third to right, and reform 
grand divisions facing about; then all take distance. 

Chapter XV.—* Take care to form from grand to sub- 
divisions—March.” Right hand subdivisions march for- 
ward, left subdivisions oblique in their rear. “ Take 
care to form the oblong square—March! Halt.” Subdi- 
visions close to half-distance, then as per Upton, pages 
204-5, except right platoons wheel to right, left pla- 
toons to left. Square reduced as per last clause previous 
chapter. Being in column by subdivision at full dis- 
tance, ‘‘ Take care to form the battalions! Subdivisions! 
To the left wheel—March.” 

Chapter XVI.—* Of forming on potence, or gallows, 
half a square,” etc. There are no commands prescribed, 
the colonel going himself or sending the major or adju- 
tant to wheel as much of the line as occasion requires. 
A cut accompanies this chapter showing the column ar- 
ranged on two sides of a parallelogram in the form of a 
gallows or a carpenter’s square. 

Chapter XVII.—“ Of sustaining a charge with bayon- 
ets and dismissing the regiment.” The following is ver- 
batim the author’s method of meeting a bayonet charge: 
“The front rank should kneel, support their left arm by 
resting their left elbow on their left knee, and with the 
right keeping the butt of the musket to the left breast ; 
the second rank should present their bayonets in the 
same manner, covering the intervals between the bayon- 
ets of the front rank, the men inclining a little forward ; 
the rear rank should stand recovered and with their 
shoulders support the baeks of the second rank.” To 
dismiss the battalion: “ Rear ranks! Open backward to 
your former distance—March! Halt.” ‘ Poise your 
firelocks! Reston your arms! Return your bayonets! 
Shoulder! Grenadiers! Face to the right—March.” 
Then follow directions for escorting the colors, the bat- 
talion coming to a “ present.” The colors gone, “ Shoul- 
der! Right hand file of each company stand fast ! To the 
right close your files by companies—March! Halt.” 
The companies march away and are dismissed. 

Chapter XVIII.—Orders, parole, sign, and counter- 
sign. Orders, divided into general and regimental, for- 
mer respecting “ the whole camp or garrison,” the latter 
a “particular regiment only.” The parole corresponding 
to that of the present time. In the words of our author, 
‘The sign and countersign are motions by which a sen- 
tinel may, in the night particularly, distinguish a friend 
from a stranger; they are generally manual, and such as 
may make some noise, as, when anyone approaches a 
sentinel, he (the sentinel) challenges and gives the sign, 
suppose a flap on his pouch; the other then gives the 
countersign, as, blowing his nose. These precautions 
are not generally taken in time of peace, but always 
when an enemy is near.” 

Chapter X1X.—Has seven pages relating to guards 
and guard duty, too well condensed for abridgment. A 
quotation will show how far we have departed from the 
old methods. “The person who is to go the rounds 
must repair to the main guard, and get a sergeant with 
four or six men, anda drummer to carry the lantern; 
he then proceeds to any guard he chooses to begin with. 
When he approaches a sentinel, he (the sentinel) chal- 
lenges, and is answered by the sergeant, ‘Who comss 
there?’ ‘ Rounds.’ ‘ What rounds ?’ ‘ Grand or governor’s 
rounds. ‘ Pass, rounds, and keep clear of my arms.’ ” 

Chapter XX.—“ Of marches and how to guard against 
a surprise.” Recommends “column of platoons or sub- 
divisions as most eligible ” on march, and provides for a 
system of advance and rear-guards and flanking parties. 

Conclusion.—Recommends to officers doing strict jus- 
tice to the men in all their rights, and keeping them to 
their duty, but without unnecessary harshness or cruel- 
ty, as this procures hatred ; neither should the reins of 
discipline be too relaxed, as the men will certainly de- 
spise such officers. To field officers I would re- 
commend keeping the officers under their command to 
their duty, at the same time considering they have gen- 
tlemen to deal with, therefore treating them with good 
manners even in their reproofs, unless when an officer 
by his conduct forfeits all claim to that title, in which 
case the commanding officer of the corps ought, in jus- 
tice to his regiment and the public, to get rid of sucha 
person as soon as possible. I have known field officers 
who hada method of giving genteel hints that answered 
better than punishment.” KENO. 

YORKVILLE, 8. C., November 10, 1871. 
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A WARNING TO FOREIGNERS. 


To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sir: I have the honor to request your favor to give a 
warning through your estimable journal to all foreign 
military gentlemen not to enlist in the United States 





Army; because its organization in time of peace does 


 ——_________ 


not favorize the educated gentleman soldier—nor can 
he ever expect to obtain any advancement in rank b 
periodical examination in such military sciences, whi 
facilitate the advancement to officers’ rank in most of 
the European armies. Avan enlisted cadets, and 
ensigns are unknown categories in the United States 
y- HONI SOIT QUI MAL Y¥ PENSE. 
Boise City, IpAHO TERRITORY, October 19, 1871. 











CARPENTER’S MATES. 


To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sir: You will oblige me by inserting in one corner of 
your valuable paper a hint or two toward reform in that 
branch of the service in which I am serving, viz., of car- 
penter’s mate. There has been a great improvement in 
the engineer’s department by substituting machinists for 
a ship’s load of engineers, and why not make the same 
improvement in the forward or warrant officers’ depart- 
ment? In the first place, carpenter's mates are of no 
use whatever on wl of any man of war, only as spare 
lumber and taking up room in the ship that could be 
made use of for other purposes. All warrant officers re- 
ceive their orders from the executive officer of the ship, 
and they only repeat that order to their mates and the 
work is done, but by the carpenter’s mate or other 
mates under the warrant officers. Why could not the 
Secretary of the Navy issue an order to = carpenters 
in the same way as machinists are shipped? In a ship 
like this there could be one ship carpenter, at the same 
pay as machinists, and two joiners at less pay, and they 
would answer every purpose and be a great saving to 
the Government; this every commander in the service 
will vouch for. There could be men shipped who have 
been tried at sea and on shore, and just as capable in 
performing the duty as any constructor. The men I 
speak of should be examined before an unprejudiced 
board as to the practice and theory of ship-building, and 
by that means a great deal more work could be done and 
a great deal of money saved. WACHUSETT. 
U. S.S. Wacuusett, Spezzia, October 22, 1871. 








A SENTRY’S COMPLAINT. 


To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sm: Can you explain a little of the mystery that en- 
velops a sentry when, in charge of prisoners, the order is 
to discharge his carbine? Is this to be done at random, 
in order to alarm the guard, or to shoot the prisoner if 
possible? In case a sentry discharges his carbine, and 
calls lustily for the non-commissioned officer of the 
guard, should the prisoner actually make good his es- 
cape, that sentry is placed in confinement, and there 
incarcerated perhaps for months before anything is done 
in his case, and it is well known that if a sentry shoots 
a prisoner he will undoubtedly be tried by the civil au- 
thorities for murder, I would like very much to hear 
your opinion on this subject, for I can assure you a sen- 
try is placed in a very critical position when in charge 
of prisoners. It seems that there is no law to protect a 
sentry doing this particular duty. 

Fort SELDEN, New MExIco. 








AT a meeting of the officers of the post of Fort Quit 
man, Texas, held on the evening of the 18th day of Oc- 
tober, 1871, for the purpose of paying a proper tribute- 
of respect to the memory of their deceased brother offi- 
cer, Captain D. W. Porter, assistant quartermaster U. 8S. 
Army, who died at this post on the 15th day of October, 
1871, Major A. P. Morrow, Nintu U. 8. Cavalry, was 
called to the chair, and Acting Assistant Surgeon D. 
Hershey, U. S. Army, was appointed secretary of the 
meeting. : : 
The chair then appointed Captain J. Lee Humfreville, 
Ninth U. 8. Cavalry, First Lieutenant M. W. Saxton, 
Twenty-fourth U. 8. Infantry, and Second Lieutenant 
William Gerhard, Ninth U. 8. Cavalry, a committee to 
draft resolutions in conformity to the objects of this 
meeting. . 

The committee then presented the following preamble 
and resolutions, which were unanimously adopted: 

removed from us our brother officer and 
eon Riedan Be, Peer, assistant quartermaster U. 8. Army; 
“San “That while we bow to the Divine will, we deplore the 
loss of a most genial and courteous gentleman, who, both in his of- 
ficial and social relations, has won our respect and esteem. and 
whose death has deprived the — of . nem a faithful ser- 
uu . 

vant, sul the cio, tondur te the alicaed family of the deceased 
ee ee 9 cecretary of this meeting be instructed to for- 
ward a copy of these p ge to the ARMY AND NAvyY JOURNAL, 
to the Alia California, of San Francisco, Cal.; to Ann Arbor, 
Mich., and to the San —s — A = Antonio, Texas, for 
conanniiante o P. Monnow, Major Ninth Cay., Chairman, 

D. Hensuey, Act. Asst, Surg. U. 8. A., y 








We have received from the publishers the following 


new publications : Se 
E . A descriptive history of the phenomena of the life 
he og By ‘Elise me me Translated by the late B. B. Woodward, 
fe. A., and illustrated by two hundred and thirty maps inserted in 
the text, and twenty-three page maps printed in colors; 8v0. 
cloth, $5: Harper & Bros., New York. ap me 
Tue Ancrent History or THE East, from the earliest mes | 
the "conquest of Alexander the Great, including Egypt, Asie 
Babylonia, Media, Persia, Asia Minor, and Pheenicia. 4 Pp 
Smith, B. A. Lillustrated by engravings on wood: Harper & Bros., 
New York. } 
: el. By the author of ‘‘John Halifax, Gentle- 
aman ? Sam, 50 oun: Harper & Bros., New York. 
Tue Lire AND LETTERS oF Miss Sepewick. By Mary E. Dewey: 
Harper & Bros , New York. ‘ 
New Cexsus axp Parent Laws, 1870. Instructions how to ob- 
tain letters-patent for new inventions: Munn & Co., New 
Many, Queen or Scors, and her latest English historian. A 


i f the principal events in the life of Stuart; with 
poem mh on Mr. Hroude’s yoy 4 of England. By James F. 


Meline: Hurd & Houghton, New 





== 


LEAVE of absence for thirty days, to date from No- 
vember 15, was granted Major W. A. Rucker, paymas- 








ter U. S. Army, November 9. 
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H N. SQUIRE, 

hd No, 97 FULTON STREET, New Your, 

Is the best to buy reliable Watches, fine Diamonds, and 
Jewelry, and Sterling Silver Ware. 
DIAMONDS A BPECTALTY. 


B. KIDDOO 
° (Brigadier-General U. 8. Army, retired), 
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR ATLAW, 


No. 192 Broapway (Room 15), New York. 


Especial attention given to the legal business of officers of the 
the Army and Navy. 


6 oy Ant AVONMORE IS EVIDENTLY THO- 

roughly human, quoting California onsen glibly as Bret 
Harte or Joaquin Miller, and with a relish the freedom of 
trontier life, and a dash and daring in her exploits that make us 
wonder how she ever endured the conventionalities of more civiliz- 
ol regions.”— Hearth and Home. 

ZANITA, 
A TALE OF THE YO SEMITE. 
In one volume Crown 8vo. Cloth. $1 30. 
New York. 


HURD & HOUGHTOD. 
Cambridge: The Riverside Press, 
Sent by mail, postage paid, on receipt $1 £0. 


be L228 HALL.” 
Founded 1794. 


MORAVIAN SEMINARY FOR YOUNG LADIES. 
Rev. Evoens A. Fruwivurr, Pri 
Litiz, Lancaster county, Pennsyivan'a. 
This Institution offers the very best advantages to the daughters 
of Army, Navy and Marine Corps officers, not only for a thorough 
English education, but, also, for instruction in Music, both vocal 
anu instrumental, French, rman, Drawing, Painting, etc., etc. 
Upwards of five thoisand young ladies have educated at this 
seminary (with but one exception the oldest in America) since its 
foundatioa, more than 4 — ofa a 
In writing for Terms a favor will be conferred in mentioning that 
you saw this in the Anmy anp Navy Jouanau. 


FRockwoon, Photographer, 
; No. 845 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 

SPROIALTY: Copies of Old Pictures.—Are you aware that a Carte 
de Visite Photograph or Ferrotvpe can be successfully copied toa 
Life-Sized Portrait ! ae persons possess, in old, fading Dau- 
— , etc., valued likenesses of deceased or absent friends. 

pictures can be successfully copied to life-size, and made per- 
manent by Photography. Oue of our customers writes: ‘‘ I receiv- 
ed the picture, copied from carte de visite, of my little girl yes- 
pa Even my neighbors’ children recognizedit. . . . For 
myself, the portrait is as fwithtul to life as is possible for it to be 
thout breathing! L think it impossible to have it paiuted better.” 
—W. Isaac Chinning. Letters of enquiry will be courteously an- 
swered. GEV. G. ROCK WOOD, 845 Buoapway. 

















OrFicge ACTING CoMMISSARY SUBSISTENCE, 
Foxt Cotumsos, N. Y. H., October 28, 1871. 


EALED PROPOSALS, IN DUPLICATE, WILL 
be received at this office until 12 m., November 29, 1871, for fur- 
nishing the FRESH"BE&F required by the Subsistence Department 
U. 8. Army, st this station, during the Six months commencin 
Sonia tncn — — = to — quality of Beef, 
payments, etc., can be obtain: a ion 
R. 6. UTHERFORD, 
8 d Lieutenant, Twelfth U. 8, Intantry, A. C. 8. 


8. MILITARY POST LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 

e@ Hen lquarters, 58 Broadway, N. Y. city. nized for the 

purpose of assisting in the establishment of Libraries among the 

posts and stations of the U. 8. Army. Please send for report and 

circular for information. Address JOHN B. KETCHUM, Corre- 
epon ling Secretury, etc., as above. 


War TED—A TRANSFER.—A SECOND Likvu- 
TENANTof Artillery, of June, '68, wishes to transfer to 
Cavalry. Address TRANSFER, care ARMY aNnD Navy JoURNAL. 


$9 BILLIARD TABLE — FULL- SIZED 
balls and cues. Quick Rubber Cushions. Very portable. 
ae \ re free. ABBOT & NICHOLLS,95 Liberty street, 

















The project of establishing a separate class of insur- 
ance for officers of the Army and Navy is one we 
had for years urged on our leading life companies, for 
we were convinced that the higher rates and numerous 
restrictions imposed on the two services were entirely 
unjustified by the death rate of the Army and Navy. 
The St. Louis Life Insurance Company, as the first to 
take advantage of the suggestion, has demonstrated the 
feasibility of the idea. It is encouraging, too, to hear 
that the managers of the Army and Navy branch are 
treating the officers with a liberality and consideration 
which indicate that they appreciate but do not take ad- 
vantage of the difficulties of their situation. The fact 
that the branch is under the direction of gentlemen all 
of whom formerly belonged to une or the other service, 
undoubtediy has something to do with this. It is re- 
lated to us, for instance, that last May a lieutenant-com- 
mander in the Navy insured in this branch, but did not 
find it convenient to pay his premium, the consequence 
of which would of course have been the lapse of his 
policy, had not one of the managers, understanding his 
position and desiring to protect his client, himself, out 
of his own pocket, paid the necessary sum and so kept 
the policy in force. In September the officer sent a part 
of the money on account, and in October he died. As 
the full premium had been paid by the forethought of 
the manager, the policy is now a claim and will be paid. 
We can assure the St. Louis Mutual Life, and its Army 
and Navy branch, that such liberality will not be lost on 
its military clients, who may be trusted as a class not 
to take undue advantage of it. 








THe courts-martial are rapidly disposing of the cases of 
the Communist prisoners. Of the seen | who have so 
far been tried, 10,645 have been discharged, and 773 have 
been convicted aud sentenced to various degrees of pun- 
ishment. Count Kéretry has been appointed Prefect of 
Marseilles. M.Gambetta has completely recovered from 
a serious attack of illness, and wtllcen visit Marseilles, 
Bordeaux, and Lyons. 
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A NAVAL ORDNANCE CORPS. 


ts communication of our correspondent “ Nau- 
tilus,” published in the JouRNAL of November 
4, introduces a question ef importance in naval or- 
ganization and one at the same time of difficult so- 
lution and requiring careful and judicious handling 
in order that the project may not fail in its incipi- 
ency through opposition brought to bear against it, 
before its merits and demerits are fairly canvassed. 
Innovations on established principles of organiza- 
tion in a service like our Navy, can only be benefi- 
cial when made and carried out in the form and 
manner suggested by the general wish and sanction 
of the service as a whole, and not by partisan advo- 
cates. In selecting the JOURNAL as the medium 
through which to present this question to the reflect- 
ing minds of the Navy an appropriate plan for open- 
ing the discussion of the subject has been inaugurat- 
ed, and it is to be hoped that an interchange of 
views, through its columns, will be the result. 

The importance of efficient ordnance cannot be 
too highly estimated, for if the batteries of our ships 
do not possess the power needed in order to cope 
successfully with similar vessels in foreign navies— 
superiority in other respects, however high the 
standard, will fail to put us on a footing of equali- 
ty in time of war. It is not overstating the impor- 
tance of proper armament to assert that the battery, 
the distinctive feature of a man-of-war, is the ele- 
ment which determines success in action. If de- 
ficient in this particular, the highest degree of ex- 
cellence elsewhere, whether in the ship, in her per- 
sonnel, or in both, will not compensate for inferiori- 
ty in the more important matter of artillery power. 
It is quite true that ordnance alone cannot make a 
powerful fighting ship—strength, speed, discipline, 
and capable officers must all be combined in order to 
render the organization perfect, but without ignoring 
the importance of any of these influences, the fact 
cannot be concealed that without proper ordnance 
and ordnance appliances, in which torpedoes are in- 
cluded—no ship can be efficient. 

Gunnery is a science, and precedent is not want- 
ing to prove that experts in ordnance and in artil- 
lery technology are as essential to a naval as toa 
land service. The Russian navy has its corps of ord- 
nance officers, the Austrian, Swedish, and Spanish 
their marine artillery, whose duties are those of ord- 
nance officers, while the gunnery lieutenant of the 
English navy is found indispensable, as much from 
his knowledge of the science of ordnance and gun- 
nery, as from his proficiency as a drill officer. None 
of the systems in vogue in European navies seem 
exactly suited to ours. The admirable training of 
midshipmen at our Naval Academy prepares them 
to assume all the duties of drill and military exer- 
cise so soon as they acquire familiarity with the 
routine of ship board and a judicious habit of com- 
mand and control of men. The English system is 
not therefore applicable or necessary, as all our 
young officers, who choose to be so, are good drill- 
masters. The marine artillery or ordnance corps of 
other European navies are quite as far from pos- 
sessing the features of organization likely to prove 
beneficial. 

The existence of distinct corps of military rather 











than naval education, charged with the performance 


of duties of this character, creates confusion, renders 
the routine of ship duties more complex, and by its 
tendency to decentralization becomes predjudicial to 
harmony in its workings both afloat and at stations 
on shore. But it cannot be denied without blind- 
ing ourselves to the existence of inconvenient facts, 
that in order to perfect our own ordnance or to keep 
pace with advances made elsewhere, a class of offi- 
cers must be selected to make a specialty of that 
subject, and it seems equally clear that their status 
in the service should be so regulated as to permit 
them to become masters of the science of gunnery, 
as well as experts in the fabrication of ordnance 
and preparation of all kinds of warlike munitions 
and stores. The requirements of naval ordnance can 
only be appreciated and judiciously met by those 
who have by experience at sea learned to what ex- 
tent and in what way its power can be utilized on 
shipboard, or how far wind and weather require all 
other considerations to be sacrificed to their capri- 
cious but irresistible influence. It therefore seems 
imperative that a naval ordnance officer should first 
of all have a practical training as a seaman. On 
the other hand to become proficient in his capacity 
as @ technical officer requires a thorough education 
in metallurgy and other physical sciences relating 
to his specialty ; he must therefore at some period of 
his career commence to make his reputation as a sea- 
man subordinate to his usefulness as an ordnance of- 
ficer. 

It cannot be fairly urged that our present system 
of carrying on the ordnance work of the Navy tends 
to develop efficiency of the highest order in that de- 
partment, nor does it afford the service at all times 
a class whose ability can be relied upon for deter- 
mining questions of import, involving principles of 
the science in wich they are supposed to be profi- 
cient. 

True there are rare exceptions. A few by severe 
study or by association with DAHLGREN in his years 
of hard labor and diligent research may have quali- 
fied themselves for the work, but are their numbers 
equal to the demand for their class of talent, or is it 
probable their places can be filled by those coming 
after them, if means be not taken to provide success- 
ors? As said before, an organization approximat- 
ing to an independency would fail to produce good 
fruit, but encouragement toa specialty and assign- 
ment to duty in such a manner as to further tke ob- 
jects of an efficient ordnance corps may easily be 
made without prejudice to discipline, harmony, or 
the interests of those whose tastes incline them to 
other professional subjects. 

There seems to be no reason why a class known as 
ordnance experts should not be selected from the ac- 
tive list of the Navy and assigned to the perform- 
ance of all technical duties connected with the arma- 
ment of our own vessels of war, as well as to the ob- 
servation and study of the advancement of ordnance 
elsewhere—this detail to be made without affecting 
rank, pay, titles or promotion, the officer, whose fit- 
ness should be determined by examination, simply 
receiving an appointment as an ordnance expert, 
and being, if desired, so designated by suitable anno- 
tation in the Navy Register. The duties of inspec- 
tors of ordnance at Navy-yards being as a rule ad- 
ministrative rather than technical, would undoubt- 
edly be best discharged by officers fresh from active 
service and thoroughly alive to the changes in mat- 
ters of outfit, etc., suggested by experience and the 
tests of service; and besides, thus selected these offi- 
cers would act as a check on the disposition to sub- 
ordinate all other interests to that of ordnance, 
which would be liable to spring up if the entire con- 
trol of that department were left to those who de- 
vote themselves exclusively to it. The same reason- 
ing does not apply when other positions are consid- 
ered, such for example as that of bureau officers, in- 
structors at Annapolis and Newport, officers at ex- 
perimental batteries, foundries, arsenals, powder- 
works, and other purely technical functions. The 
officers first assigned to this duty would necessarily 
be chosen from those whose acquirements render 
them most competent, the degree of qualification sub- 
sequently required being raised pari passu with the 
elevation of the standard of the corps. Commenc- 
ing asa lieutenant the ordnance officer while in 
that grade and the next higher would serve as ord- 
nance officer of cruising ships, in charge of a 





watch and in command of the powder division, and 
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when of higher rank would perform any duties afloat 
which the furtherance of ordnance interests might 
require, but on shore would always be employed in 
his speciaity. 








A Sr. PETERSBURG correspondent of the London 
Engineer, writing to that journal of October 21, un- 
der the head of “ Progress in Russia,” presents a 
very interesting summary of the general prepara- 
tion for war evident in the Imperial workshops. The 
activity in foundries and government arsenals is 
something extraordinary. The entire infantry arma- 
ment has been converted from muzzle-loaders to 
breech-loaders, 800,000 stand having been transform- 
ed in private establishments according to the two 
systems decided upon by the Ordnance Department. 
The government cannon-foundries have likewise 
been greatly enlarged in capacity of work and va- 
riety of plant, while as incident to this increase 
of war engines the production of powder has 
grown into an immense private as well as pub- 
lic industry. The manufacture of metallic ammuni- 
tion, rendered necessary by the wholesale transfor- 
mation of small-arms, calls into operation the en- 
tire resources of the government factory, and, not- 
withstanding the default of the domestic producers 
of sheet metal, it is calculated that, with an adequate 
supply of material, the manufacture of cartridges 
will soon reach an extent of 220 to 260 millions a 
year. Altogether the recital of the Hngineer's cor- 
respondent furnishes a view of Russian development 
most favorable to the energy and industrial skill of 
Russia, while it is quite consistent with our precon- 
ceived ideas of the Imperial policy. He has made 
the mistake, however, of characterizing the machine 
guns now being constructed at St. Petersburg, as 
original inventions and improvements upon the 
American type of mitrailleuse. He says: 

It will be recollected that there were no mitrailleuses exhibited at 
the late St. Petersburg exhibition. The Russians are, nevertheless, 
determined to have a mitraillense of their own, nationally speak- 
ing, which is evident from the following account, given in the In- 
valide Russe, of the Russian weapon: ‘Our mitrailleuse is con- 
structed according toa plan invented by Major-General GERLorF, 
and belongs to the system of the rapid-firing Gatling guns. The 
model of General GERLor’s gun is only in so far an adaptation that 
it resembles the Gatling arm merely in its outward appearance. We 
are informed that Mr. Gar.inG himself, in introducing some new 
improvements in his weapon, has adopted many of the substantial 
innovations which characterize GExLor’s model. Our mitrailleuse 
is formed of ten steel barrels, fitted tight on to an iron cylinder or 
roller, and systematically arranged. The front part of this roller 
works in a pivot-hole formed in the front of the iron frame, and the 
hinder part in the opening at the bottom of a separate cylinder or 
drum fixed in the back frame. This drum forms, as it were, the 
chamber of the gun, and contains within it the whole of the mech- 
anism of the mitrailleuse. By turning the roller above mentioned, 
by means of a handole fixed in the right side of the weapon, the 
loading is’effected from a particular cartridge-receiver, which, when 
firing, is kept constantly supplied through a hopper. The discharg- 


ing of the gun is effected by means of separate locks, one to each 
barrel, and arranged within the lock cylinder at the end of the bar- 


rels, which are immovably fixed to the roller. The ejection of the 
used-up empty cartridge-cases is also effected into a separate recep- 
tacle arranged in the gun carriage.” 


The clumsy correctness with which thewriter of the 
Invalide Russe has drawn the picture of a Gatling 
gun, is so evident as to at once expose the disingenu- 
ousness of the foreign claimant of an invention pat- 
ent all over the world for its American nativity, with- 
out the statement of the fact that Russia has had 
constructed in this country, at the works of CoLt’s 
Arms Company, large numbers of Gatling guns, 
which are now in that country, and that the guns 
now beiug made in St. Petersburg are from models 
and drawings sent from America. 

It would be doing great wrong to an officer of 
high rank and greatly esteemed service, in his own 
country, whose experience and professional ability 
have, moreover, won him the general respect of ord- 
fiance people in America, to omit to accord to 
General Gortor the justice of separating his 
name and reputation altogether from this serious 
mis-statement of the Jnvalide Russe. For four 
years this gentleman has been the representative of 
Russia in the United States, detailed for the specific 
purpose of noting the progress of American ord- 
nance invention. By his approval the Gatling guns 
made in this country were originally ordered, and 
under his supervision they have been constructed, 
each one of them bearing his name in Russian char- 
acters as inspector, as well as the American paten- 
tee’s name stamped in English. Itis barely possi- 
ble, though hardly conceivable, that the writer in the 
Invalide Russe may have been misled by the imprima- 
tur in his own language; whatever the origin of the 
error, the Zngineer should, in justice to its own repu- 
tation, promptly correct the mis-statements of its 
correspondent. 

In the construction of the Gatlings which have 
been made for Russia, the single departure from 
the original type of the gun exists in its peculiar 


breech-chambering. It is well enough known that 
very large orders for cartridges have been filled in 
this country, and that, in conducting this business 
for his government, General GoRLOF has prosecut- 
ed most exhaustive experiments in regard to the 
best calibre and shape. The result of these trials 
has been the adoption of the bottle-shaped shell 
with a projectile of .45 calibre. Now generally 
known as the Russian cartridge, this shape of met- 
allic ammunition has gained the approval of ord- 
nance officers. In contracting for the Gatling guns, 
as we are informed, it was decided to have their bar- 
rels of a calibre similar to that of the Russian service 
small arm, while necessitating a chambering of the 
receiver different from that in the one-inch or the 
.50 calibre guns, which use a shell with parallel 
lines. Following the example of Russiu, England 
is having her Gatling batteries, now being construct- 
ed at Sir WILLIAM ARMSTRONG’S works, chambered 
to receive a .45 cartridge conforming to the calibre 
decided upon for her infantry re-armament. 





THE changes in regard to the qualifications and 
promotions of officers in the British army incident 
to the abolition of the purchase system are an- 
nounced in a royal warrant dated October 3. The 
purchase system ceased to be legal on the first of 
November. The basis of the new order of things is 
the competitive and profesional examination in all the 
grades below that of field officer. A sub-lieutenant’s 
commission may be given to a successful candidate 
at a competitive examination, to a student of any 
one of the universities who has passed the university 
middle course examination, to those known as 
“ Queen’s ” or “ Indian” cadets and to royal pages of 
honor whe pass an examination prescribed. More- 
over, ® non-commissioned officer recommended by 
the commander-in-chief and passing a professional 
examination is also eligible to a commission as sub- 
lieutenant. To advance from this grade to that of 
lieutenant, satisfactory service with a regiment for 
a year and the passing of a professional examina- 
tion is necessary. If the sub-lieutenant fails within 
three years to pass this examination, he is to be 
dropped from the service. In the case of the non- 
commissioned officer promoted to the rank of sub- 
lieutenant, the professional examination is waived 
in his promotion to lieutenant, and a satisfactory 
service of not less than twelve months is all that is 
absolutely essential. After two years’ service the 
lieutenant is eligible for the grade of captain, and 
after six years as captain for thatof major. In the 
grades above that of major no fixed term of service 
is required as a prerequisite to promotion. 

All promotions are to be made upon the recom- 
mendation of the commander-in-chief with the ap- 
proval of the Secretary of State, and these also have 
the right to select officers to fill vacancies which 
may arise from any other cause than promotion of 
an ofticer to the rank of major-general or to fill a 
vacancy in another regiment or corps, death, or 
transfer to the supernumerary list. The professional 
examination is waived in the case of captains now 
in the service, where they are recommended for effi- 
ciency by the commander-in-chief, and lieutenants 
are dropped from the service with one year's pay in 
case they fail to pass the professional examination 
for captain within five years. Officers now in the 
service are exempt from this provision. Appoint- 
ments as major and lieutenant-colonel in a regiment 
or battalion hereafter made are to be held for five 
years, the lieutenant-colonel’s commission being sub- 
ject to renewal by the commander-in-chief with the 
approval of the Secretary of State. Both officers 
are eligible to a reappointment and if they fail to 
receive this are put on half pay. None of the regu- 
lations here enumerated apply to the royal artillery 
or engineers. 

Exchanges are provided for under proper restric- 
tions, the officer exchanging being permitted to pay 
only the reasonable expenses incurred by the officer 
with whom he exchanges, the sum to be approved 
by the commander-in-chief. He is obliged to take 
his place for regimental seniority below all offi- 
cers holding the same regimental rank at the time 
of hisexchange. An officer may be retained en the 
strength of his regiment or corps as a supernumer- 
ary under circumstances which are specified in de- 
tail, retaining his military position and being eligi- 





bl. for promotion precisely as if he had remained in 


the active list. The death, promotion, or retirement 
of a supernumerary officer creates no vacancy. 
Cornets and ensigns appointed before August 26, 
1871, are made eligible to immediate promotion to 
the rank of lieutenant, and those holding a later ap- 
pointment to that of sub-lieutenant. Sub-lieuten- 
ants who have passed satisfactorily through a course 
of study at the Royal Military College may be pro- 
moted to the rank of lieutenant after twelve months’ 
satisfactory service with a regiment. 

These are briefly the regulations prescribed by 
the royal warrant. As will be seen, they relate 
chiefly to the lower grades of the service and the 
qualifications for admission to it. Promotion to the 
higher grades is not to be obtained through an ex- 
amination, the rule of promotion by seniority still 
prevailing in their case. 








For many years the most. intelligent officers of the 
Navy have urged the establishment of a regular 
school of instruction for gun captains, similar to the 
English system on board the Hzcellent, since adopted 
by most naval powers. With the limited number and 
large calibre of heavy ordnance now in use, more 
thorough training of the individuals composing the 
gun’s crew, and more perfect instruction of their 
leader than is given in an ordinary cruising ship, is 
absolutely necessary. The importance of the duties 
of the gun captain can hardly be overvalued. How- 
ever well the division officer may be instructed, it is 
gun captain who directs the details, aims, and fires 
the gun. Butthat even the division officers have 
much to learn is shown by the reports, returns, and 
records of target practice received from cruising 
ships. 

In the year 1836, the late Admiral DAHLGREN 
with infinite labor succeeded in having the sloop 
Plymouth detailed for this purpose. Several very 
important problems in gunnery were solved during 
the two years this ship was in commission—notably 
that the 1l-inch gun could be efficiently worked in 
all weathers when it was safe to cast any gun adrift, 
and that in rapidity of fire the 9-inch and 11-inch 
guns with a proper complement of men, were in no 
way inferior to the thirty-two, or 8-inch, while far 
superior in accuracy and effect. Discouraged by the 
apathy of the then chief of bureau, and the opposi- 
tion of the advocates of “let well enough alone,” the 
training was abandoned, not, however, without hay- 
ing borne some fruit in furnishing to the service 
some of its best gunners. The present energetic 
chief of ordnance has revived this school, and the U. 
8. steamer Constitution has arrived at the Washing- 
ton Navy-yard to be fitted as a gunnery practice 
ship for training gun captains, and for making such 
experiments in ordnance as can be only properly 
made in a cruising ship. This entails no expense or 
addition to the Navy, as the ship is always available 
as a cruiser, while drafts of thoroughly instructed 
men will be supplied to ships going into commis- 
sion. 

Intelligent American seamen not under twenty- 
two nor over thirty-five years of age, after undergo- 
ing instruction and passing a satisfactory examina- 
tion, obtain the rating of gun captain, which at- 





taches them permanently to the service, with the 
pay of $32 per month, taking precedence of all other 
petty officers, with many privileges, and from them 
all gunners will hereafter be made. We now need 
only the establishment of training ships for boys and 
landsmen ; not the revival of the apprentice system, 
which so completely failed in its objects, but one to 
create American seamen, who are now, unhappily 
from the decay of our commerce and the repug- 
nance of ship-masters and owners to the employ- 
ment of boys, almost extinct. 








WE inserted an announcement a few weeks since 
that Major Bell, chief commissary of the Department cf 
the Columbia,was about to publish a series of burlesques 
which he had gathered during a trip from the centre of 
creation to its circumference—+. ¢., from Washington, 
D. C., to Sitka, Alaska. These sketehes, we learn, are 
prepared with much care; but as we have not yet xen 
them, we must refer for evidence of their merit to tle 
fact that their author was graduated at the Military 
Academy in 1858 at the head of his class in drawing, 
and was sent back there in the winter of 1861-62 as as- 
sistant professor of drawing. He has spent nearly two 
years at Sitke, Alaska, and during the tedium of the 
long winter nights had amplo time to cull from the 
many laughable incidents of an extended trip those best 
calculated to be amusing to every one. 
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GENERAL ROBERT ANDERSON. 


GENERAL ROBERT ANDERSON, whose death occurred 
October 26, 1871, at Nice, France, was born June 14, 1805, 
at “Soldier’s Retreat,” near Louisville, Ky. His father 
was a colonel in the Revolutionary army, and his mother 
a cousin of Chief Justice Marshall. 

At the age of sixteen he entered the United States 
Military Academy, from which he was graduated July 1, 
1825, in the same class with the eminent scientist Pro- 
fessor A. D. Bache, the able engineer Major T. 8S. Brown, 
the knightly soldier General C. F. Smith, and others 
since known to fame. A few months after his promo- 
tion to the Third Artillery he accompanied a relative as 
private secretary to our Minister to the republic of Co- 
lombia. On his return in 1826, he was ordered to the 

artillery school for practice at Fort Monroe, Virginia, 
where he remained till 1828, being then placed on ord- 
nance duty, upon which he continued till 1832. Though 
only a second lieutenant in the Regular Army he receiv- 
ed, May 9, 1832, the honorary appointment of assistant 
inspector-general, with the rank of colonel of Illinois 
volunteers, in the “ Black Hawk War” and as such was 
engaged in the battle of “ Bad Axe” under General At- 
kinson. The war against the Sax Indians having ter- 
minated, he passed the following three years in the per- 
formance of garrison and ordnance duties, and the suc- 
ceeding two at the Military Academy in giving instruc- 
tion in the department of artillery. In 1837-38, he serv- 
ed in the Florida war, was engaged in several sharp ac- 
tions with the Seminoles, and for his “ gallantry and suc- 
cessful conduct” during these hostilities was brevetted 
captain April 2, 1838, the date of his capture of 45 Indi- 
ans near Fort Lauderdale. From May 9 to July 7, 1838, 
he was aide-de-camp to Major General Scott during the 
emigration of the Cherokees to the west of the Mississip~ 
pi, and at the latter date, on the re-organization of the 
staff of the Army, was made assistant adjutant-general, 


‘continuing on duty with General Scott at New York, 


the headquarters of the Eastern Department, till July, 
1841, when he became a member of a board of officers to 
examine his own translation from the French of “ Instruc- 
tion for Field Artillery—Horse and Foot,” which he had 
prepared for the service of the United States and pub- 
lished in 1840. This work he supplemented in 1860, with 
a translation of “ Evolutions of Field Batteries.” He was 
promoted October 23, 1841, to a captaincy of artillery, 
preferring which he accepted his line and relinquished 
his staff appointment. Till 1847, he was engaged on 
board and garrison duties, and then joined his old com 

mander in his great campaign in Mexico, continuing with 
him from the siege of Vera Cruz till disabled by a severe 
wound received September 8, 1847, in assaulting the 


enemy's works at Molino del Rey, where, for his “ gal-} 


lant and meritorious conduct ” he was brevetted a major. 
After recovering from his wound he was placed on gar- 
rison and artillery board duty till July 11, 1853, when 
he became governor of the branch military asylum at 
Harrodsburg, in his native State, an institution of which 
he was the founder. After holding this appointment till 
November 1, 1854, he was put on various board and in- 
spection duties till the autumn of 1860, in the meantime, 
Octeber 5, 1857, being promoted major of the First Ar- 
tillery. As Major Anderson he will be best known to 
posterity, for with this title he was ordered to Charles- 
ton harbor in November, 1860, and here began his brief 
and conspicuous career of near five months which was 
the crowning glory of his life. 


The day after receiving orders for his new post, he 
sought an interview in New York with the writer of 
this notice, who was familiar with all the defences of 
Charleston harbor, who had carefully reconnoitred every 
approach to it by land and by water, and who understood 
the spirit and temper of South Carolina—ever ready to 
dare all hazards to attain her cherished wishes, and felt 
herself to be the brain of the South since the departed 
days of Virginia’s mental might. This ambitious State 
the writer was convinced would lead the van of seces- 
sion and he believed that the fecus of the movement 
would be her chief city, of whose defence Fort Sumter 
was thegolden key. Thus persuaded, he advised Ander- 
son to ask for ample garrisons for all his works—one 
company for Castle Pinckney, four for Fort Sumter, and 
enough recruits to fill up the two then at Fort Moultrie. 
With these and proper armaments peace in that quarter 
would be compelled, as it had been in 1832, by General 
Scott when nullification was threatened. Such an ap- 
plication was made to and rejected by the traitor Floyd 
—the war minister of the vacillating and timorous Bu- 
chanan. This decision—the fit sequence of the same se- 
cession policy which had stripped our sea-board of troops, 
had sent batteries of light artillery to fight Indians on 

the frontier, had transferred arms from the North to 
equip its enemies, and had designedly placed most of the 
Regular Army under Southern commanders—the writer 
anticipated from Floyd's antecedents and consequently 


advised Anderson not to hesitate a moment, if not rein- 
forced, to abandon Fort Moultrie to a corporal’s guard 
and occupy Fort Sumter with the remainder of his 
troops, he, as commanding officer of the whole harbor, 
having the right to distribute his force among the works 
as he might believe would best contribute to its defence. 
Anderson, who, as ordered, had established his head- 
quarters at Fort Moultrie, November 20, 1860, two weeks 
after the meeting of the Legislature of South Carolina, 
called together in anticipation of Lincoln's election to 
the Presidency, wisely made his memorable move to 
Fort Sumter on the night of December 26, 1860, after 
all hope had vanished of any favorable response to his 
repeated entreaties for succor. During the intervening 
month of his occupation of Fort Moultrie, while his en- 
gineers were energetically employed in greatly strength- 
ening this feeble work, events were fast culminating 
to a crisis. Congress had met, and the nerveless Bu- 
chanan, seized with political paralysis, had communi- 
cated his irresolute message that the Constitution dele- 
gated no power of coercing a State; the Catilines in 
the Capitol openly meditated the ruin of their country ; 
the veteran Cass had thrown up his portfolio of Secre- 
tary of State because overruled by the traitors kept in 
the cabinet ; South Carolina had passed her orlinance of 
secession, and the fatal step had been celebrated with 
demonstrations of frantic joy ; terrorism was established 
throughout the South; Unionism had no abiding place 
within the cotton States; and amid all this wild tumult 
the ghost of brave old John Brown was marching on to 
the obsequies of human bondage. 
The news of the occupation of Fort Sumter was re- 
ceived at the North with unbounded enthusiasm, and 
the praises of Anderson were on every loyal lip; while 
at the South it produced a paroxysm of anger, was the 
signal of an explosion of treason in the cabinet at Wash- 
ington, and the precursor of direful civil war. State 
after State soon committed the suicide of secession; the 
Southern conspirators, after uttering the most defiant 
threats, withdrew from Congress; forts and arsenals, 
left without garrisons, were seized; Southern commis- 
sioners dared to propose to the head of the nation the 
surrender of public property ; the Montgomery usurpa- 
tion was quickly enacted, with slavery as its corner- 
stone; much of the Regular Army and many frontier 
posts were basely put in the enemy’s power by the 
treachery of the apostate Twiggs; the Navy was dis- 
persed in distant seas, and revenue vessels in Southern 
waters transferred to rebel commanders; Buchanan’s 
administration was fast setting in total eclipse; the no- 
ble Lincoln had become the Moses to lead his people 
through the wilderness of trial; and ere long even the 
national flag, borne by the Star of the West, was sacri- 
legiously fired upon by those who should have been its 
worshippers. 


But amid all this momentous march of history, and 
the convulsive throes of the nation’s agony, Anderson 
was in his sea-girt castle, cut off from all human aid, 
and abandoned to his fate. Weary days of active prepa- 
tion for defence and nightly vigils against surprise had 
nearly exhausted his brave band of but eighty officers 
and men; every promontory and coigne of vantage 
bristled with hostile batteries, encircling him with de- 
struction; and finally, his three and a half montha of 
painful suspense terminated in the bombardment of Fort 
Sumter and the temporary triumph of the secession con- 
spiracy. In his despatch to the Secretary of War, An- 
derson says: 

“ Having defended Fort Sumter for thirty-four hours, 
until the quarters were entirely burned, the main gate 
destroyed by fire, the gorge wall seriously injured, the 
magazine surrounded by flame, and its door closed from 
the effect of the heat, four barrels and three cartridges 
of powder only being available, and no provisions but 
pork remaining, I accepted the terms of evacuation offer- 
ed by General Beauregard, being the same offered by 
him on the 11th inst., prior to the commencement of 
hostilities, and marched out of Fort Sumter Sunday af- 
ternoon, the 14th inst., with colors flying and drums 
beating, bringing away company and private property, 
and saluting my flag with fifty guns.” 

Anderson has been severely criticised, even by mili- 
tary men, for his apparent indecision and for so quickly 
surrending his post; but is it just to charge him with 
all the consequences of the irresolution of the Govern- 
ment which practically did nothing to extricate him 
from the snare of the fowler, and made his the Brennus 
sword to turn the trembling balance upon which hung 
the scales of peaca and war? How different probably 
would have been the result if, instead of a trimming 
placeman anxious to avoid the responsibilities of his high 
office, there had been seated in the presidential chair in 
1860 that brave old Roman who proclaimed in 1832 that 
“disunion by armed force .was treason,” and upon the 
instigators of the act would be the dreadful conse- 





quences, on their heads the dishonor, and on them the pun- 
ishment mete for the commission of the most monstrous 
of human wrongs! How changed would have been the 
award of history if, instead of allowing a state to intim- 
idate the nation, the wavering politician had boldly up- 
held the honor of his position, had refused all com- 
promises with secession, had spurned any sacrifice of 
great principles to faction, and had replied to all disun- 
ion threats a; did the noble Webster, that “the time 
had come to test the strength of the Constitution and 
the Government !” 

The day after leaving Fort Sumter, Anderson with 
his little tried band of seventy men sailed for New 
York, where he was most enthusiastically received, the 
city authorities marking their approbation of his ser- 
vices by conferring upon him the freedom of the city. 
Then followed the firing of the Southern heart, and the 
uprising of the entire North in national majesty. Four 
years of grim-visaged war ensued, and the Southern 
heart which had beat so wildly was stilled amid stu- 
pendous desolation. Anderson from the conquering 
North then came again to rear Fort Sumter’s insulted 
flag upon its battered walls; to gaze upon Charleston— 

the Tadmor of ruin—over which the iron wings of the 
“Swamp Angel” had ceased to hover; and hear the 
whole South weeping like Rachel for her children, who 
sent back from their graves no responsive cry. 

President Lincoln, in recognition of Anderson’s ser- 
vices, appointed him, May 15, 1861, a brigadier-general in 
the Regular Army, and placed him in command of the 
Department of Kentucky, and subsequently of that of 
the Cumberland, which his shattered health compelled 

him to relinquish in the following October. From this 

time till his retirement from active service, October 27, 

1863, he performed no duty except for a short period in 

command of Fort Adams, Newport harbor, Rhode 

Island. However, to entitle him to full pay the Govern- 

ment generously gave him a nominal position on the staff 
of the general commanding the Eastern Department, 

which continued until terminated by Army regulations 

and law. On February 3, 1865, he was brevetted a major- 
general “ for gallant and meritorious service in the har- 

bor of Charleston, 8. C., in the defence of Fort Sum- 

ter.” 

In 1870, he went abroad, first to Dresden, then to 

Tours, and finally to Nice, hoping for relief in the mild 

congenial climate of Southern France; but his health 

was so broken by his long service and severe wound in 
the Army, and his constitution so shattered by the hard- 
ships and anxiety he had endured at Fort Sumter, that 
death in his sixty-seventh year at last came to end his 
sufferings. 

Anderson, though possessing professional judgment 
and fair intelligence, had more of the elements of moral 
than mental greatness. He was conscientious and zeal- 
ous in the discharge of every duty-; sterling integrity 
and high honor characterized his every action ; and scru- 
pulous truth and unswerving fidelity marked his whole 

intercourse. He was ever a reliable and loyal soldier; a 
kind and just commander; a courteous and genial gen- 
tleman ; a pureand devout Christian ; a warm and gen- 
erous friend; a tender and faithful husband; and the 
gentle and loving parent. He was always a popular and 
respected officer in the Army; a general favorite among 
men who admired his frank and manly manner; and by 
ladies especially esteemed for his sincerity of heart and 
the religious tone of all his utterances. 


“* Generous as brave, 
Affection, kindness, the sweet offices 
Of love and duty, were to him as needful 
As his daily bread.” 


G. W. C. 








A RESOLUTION passed by Congress October 1, 1776, 
directed “that a committee of five be appointed to pre- 
pare and bring in a plan of a military academy at the 
Army. John Adams was one of the committee, and in 
regard to the opinion of Army officers at the time as to 
the necessity for such an institution, he says (Life Letters 

p. 86): “I have met with an observation among regular 

officers, that mankind were naturally divided into three 
sorts: one-third are animated at the first appearance of 
danger, and will press forward to meet and examine it; 
one-third are alarmed at it, but will neither advance nor 
retreat till they know the nature of it, but stand to meet 
it; the remaining third will run or fly upon the first 
thought of it. If this remark is just, as there is reason 
to believe it is, it appears that the only way to form 
an army to be confided in was a systematic discipline, by 
which means all men may be made heroes.” 








A GENERAL Court-martial was appointed to meet at 
Fort McHenry, Md. November 11. Detail for the 
court: Colonel Horace Brooks, Fourth Artillery ; Cap- 
tain M. P. Miller, Fourth Artillery; Assistant Surgeon 
E. Coues, U. 8. Army ; First Lieutenant E. A. Bancroft, 
regimental quartermaster Fourth Artillery ; First Lieu- 
tenant J. B. Hazelton, Fourth Artillery ; S:cond Lieu- 
tenant H. M. Jones, Fourth Artillery ; Second Lieuten- 
ant E. 8. Chapin, Fourth Artillery. First Lieutenant 
Arthur Morris, Fourth Artillery, judge-advocate. 
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THE LAST DAYS OF FARRAGUT. 


Ex-SECRETARY of the Navy Gideon Welles, in conclud- | 
ing his account of the capture of New Orleans by Admiral | 
Farragut, in the December Galazy, thus refers <o the | 
circumstances attending the closing days of the Ad- | 


miral: | 

Unquestionably, the passage of Forts Jackson and St- | 
Philip, with the capture of New Orleans, was not only | 
the most important of the three naval expeditions com- 
menced the first year of the rebellion, but was the mem- 
orable event of the war. It was a blow at the heart of 
the Confederacy when in its full vigor and strength, be- 
fore the rebels had become enfeebled and exhausted—a 
blow from which they never recovered. In that great 
achievement Farragut stands out the grand, imposing 
figure, and his high, heroic daring, and the tact and 
ability he displayed as a commander, will make him, 
when the true history of the war is written, conspicuous 
beyond others through all time. Attempts have been 
made to award honors that are justly his to others, 
and by some to appropriate to themselves credit which 
belongs to him. 

Ihave here related the essential facts of the origin 
and command of the three important expeditions insti- 
tuted by the Navy Department in the first year of the 
war, and especially of that memorable one where the 
great naval chief earned the honors which placed him at 
the head of the Navy. Of subsequent daring and scarce- 
ly less important services at Grand Gulf and Port Hud- 
son in 1863, and Mobile in 1864—at which last place he 
was neither aided nor incumbered by mortar fiotillas, 
but where on each occasion he exhibited those remarka- 
ble qualities which distinguish and exemplify the great 
commander—I have not made mention. They must be 
reserved for another occasion. 

It is to be regretted that the last days of this brave, 
truthful, amiable, and exemplary man, for whom his 
countrymen had, and always will retain, a deep and 
abiding affection and regard, should have been suljected 
to petty annoyances from a few who were envious of his | 
fame, or incapable of doing him justice. Although hon- 
ored and loved by his countrymen, and at the head of 
the Navy, he does not appear to have had the con‘idence 
of those who administered its affairs for the last eight- 
een months of his life, or to have been consulted in mat- | 
ters which personally and officially interested and legit- | 
imately belonged to him as naval chief. Great changes 
were made in the service without his knowlédie and 
against his judgment. He was compelled to receive or- | 
ders which notoriously emanated from one of inferior | 
rank. The office of admiral, which Congress had created | 
for him in acknowledgment of his distinguished and un- 
equalled services, was, he saw, destined by favoritism to | 
pass to another. In various ways ignoble and ungen- 
erous minds hastened to mortify the great and unassum- 
ing naval chief. In derugation of his real rank and po- | 
sition as chief and head of the Navy, he was made port | 





| 


its service, and gratefully remember his many signal 
achievements, 

The people of new York adopted Farragut, who came 
among them to abide the fortunes of the republic. They 
respected and honored him as first among our heroes 
while living, and forgetting all differences, united in a 
public demonstration of mournful regard on the recep- 
tion of his remains, which were brought from Ports- 
mouth for interment. The municipal government of the 
metropolis gave the great naval chief what the national 
Government did not, a public funeral. Many of the 
high dignitaries whose previous neglect had called out 
expressions of popular disapproval, followed in the train 
on this occasion, and did homage to the man and hero. 

It is butasimple duty to Farragut, Du Pont, and 
Stringham, that their position and their acts in these 
memorable expeditions, which they respectively com- 
manded, should be rightly recorded; and, in the same 
connection, the truth in regard to the origin of each of 
those enterprises should appear. Had either of them 
failed, the Navy Department, which projected them, but 
has received little or no credit for either, would have 
been held responsible and blamed. But slight of the 
Navy and abuse of the Navy Department were not un- 
usual with partisan writers of the period. Many of 
the events of that day are misstated, and the actors in 
them wronged and misrepresented. They will, perhaps, 
never be correctly understood ; for besides the Rebellion, 
which broke up old associations, and aside from inter- 
ested personal motives which influenced many, there 
were party and personal animosities and friendships to 
warp the minds and bias the judgments of most of the 
writers, who hastened to publish their own partialities 
and prejudices, which they denominate histories of those 
occurrences and those times. 





TRAVELS IN THE AIR. 
THE Mechanics’ Magazine, in noticing a work entitled 
“ Travels in the Air,” just published in London by Jas. 
Glaisher, F. R. 8., says: 


Mr. Glaisher, whose name has for forty years been con- 
nected with the development of meteorological science in 
this country was led to extend his field of observation 
by aéronautical appliances in consequence of a movement 
made in this direction at the British Association meet- 
ing at Lecds in 1858. His first ascent was made from 
Wolverhampton on July 17, 1862, and in the course of 
the succeeding two or three months he twice took the 
same place as his starting point, reaching on the last oc- 
casion the highest elevation which man has ever attained 
above the sea level—nearly seven miles, when he became 
for a short time insensible. Numerous subsequent as- 
cents were made by Mr. Glaisher from Wolverton, Wind- 
sor, the Crystal Palace and other places, a very complete 
set of meteorological instruments being of course taken 
in every instance. 

It is quite impossible for us even to glance at the de- 


admiral or usher, to wait upon and receive naval officers | tails of these aérial voyages, which, alike from the in- 
at New York, an employment which self-respect and re- | trinsic value of the observations, the novelty of the ex- 
gard for the Navy compelled him to decline. Among | periences chronicled, and the graphic style of the narra- 
other indignities was that of ordering the uniform and | tive, irresistibly chain the reader’s attention. We must 
the flag of admiral which he had adopted when the | content ourselves with noticing very briefly a few of the 


Government created conferred on him the office to be | 


changed, and substituting therefor a different uniform 
and another flag, wholly unlike the coat he wore, and 
unlike the symbol of rank which was identified with 
him, and from the time the office was ereated had floated 
above him. Farragut would neither change his coat nor 
permit the tawdry substitute for the admiral flag to 
wave over him. On his special, personal application, 
which he feit humiliated to make, the Secretary of the 
Navy permitted him to be spared these indignities dur- 
ing his life, but it was with the knowledge that the flag 
which he had earned—the emblem he had chosen and 


general scientific results obtained by Mr. Glaisher. 

It appears that the decrease in temperature as we as- 
cend from the earth’s surface follows no constant law, 
and it was found impossible to determine one even ap- 
proximately. The fact, which was observed on one 
occasion, that there is no change in the temperature of 
| the air at considerable elevations at the time of sunset, 
is very remarkable as appearing to indicate the possibil- 
| ity that, if this were not an accidental cireumstance, the 
| law of decrease of temperature might be actually re- 
versed at night for some distance from the earth. It 
seems, however, to be established that the decrease of 





prescribed as the symbol of highest naval rank—was to 
be buried with him. It would be painful to dwell on range. 
the many annoyances to which this brave and noble of-| From all the varied thermometrical experiments—in- 
ficer was subjected during the last few months of his | cluding those with the blackened-bulb instruments—it 


temperature with increase of elevation has a diurnal 





existence. | seems that the heat rays, in their passage from the sun, 
‘‘ There is a tear for all that die, | pass the small bulb of a thermometer, communicating 
; . — = = Feeney grave ; | very little or no heat to it. Similar results were inva- 

But nations swe ne Tunerai cry. oe s b 2 " 

And triumph weeps above the brave,” riably obtained from Herschel’s actinometer. 


hs | As to the physiological effects of great altitudes upon 
The people throughout the Union mourned the death | the observers themselves, it was found that high eleva- 
of the good Admiral. Thousands from the surround-| tions affected every one, but the action was different 
ing country crowded around his bier at Portsmouth, but | upon the same individual at different times. 
high official dignitaries were not there. Neglect of the; Mr. Glaisher laments that this country is too small for 
remains of the great naval chief and of his family mark- | making good balloon observations. Wolverhampton was 
ed the close. The expenses of his funeral, which was | selected as the starting point on several occasions, in 
necessarily public at Portsmouth, where he died, were | consequence of its central position; but even when as- 
borne by his widow, who has never been remunerated | cending from this point, in an hour or two the aéronauts 
or noticed by the Government. She, who fled with him | were always compelled to descend. 
- from her home and native State, became with him an| Our space will not permit of glancing on the present 
exile, and shared his fortune and privations in a simple | occasion at the expeditions of Messrs. Flammarion, De 
hired cottage on the Hudson, now lives in a house pur- | Fonvielle, and Tissandier, whose experiences fill a large 
chased with the funds contributed by a few private citi- | portion of this most interesting volume. We shall con- 
zens of New York in grateful acknowledgment for his | clude by quoting a passage descriptive of that marvel- 
heroic and patriotic services. Those services were un-| lous scenery of cloudland which it is given to aéronauts 
surpassed, and the personal perils he encountered were | alone to see and enjoy : 
unequalled by those of any military or naval comman-| “ Above the clouds the balloon occupies the centre of a 
der. He was exposed to greater dangers in many bat- | vast, hollow sphere, of which the lower portion is gener- 
tles than any general officer in the field, but when he | ally cut off by a horizontal plane. This section is in ap- 
died bis pay died with him. His widow has received | pearance a vast continent, often without intervals or 
no recognition or pension. Most naval officers studi- | breaks, and separating us completely from the earth. No 
ously prepared and presented their prize claims, and | isolated clouds hover over this plane. We seem to be 
some have been enriched with large amounts of prize | citizens of the sky, separated from the earth by a barrier 
money. Farragut, in his unselfish patriotism, which | which appears impassable. We are free from all appre- 
called out all his energies and all his time, was neglect- | hension such as may exist when nothing separates us 
ful of self and fortune. He never received a dollar of | from the earth. We can suppose the laws of gravitation 
prize money for the conquest of New Orleans, where | are for a time suspended, and in the upper world, to 
more extensive captures were made than in any battle | which we seem now to belong, the silence and quiet are 
of the war. In the day and period when these events | so intense that peace and calm seem to reign alone. 
took place, Congress and his grateful countrymen cheer- | « Above our heads rises a noble roof—a vast dome of 
fully awarded him their highest honors, but official | the deepest blue. In the east may perhaps be seen the 
slight and neglect attended his last days. Notwith-| tints of a rainbow on the point of vanishing; in the west 
standing official neglect, the American people revere tie | the sun silvering the edges of broken clouds. Below 
memory of one of the most truthful, heroic, exemplary,.| these light vapors may rise a chain of mountains—the 
unselfish and devoted patriots the country ever had inj Alps of the sky, rearing themselyes one above the other, 





. 


mountain above mountain, till the highest peaks are col- 
ored by the setting sun. Some of these compact masses 
look as if ravaged by avalanches, or rent by the irresisti- 
ble movement of glaciers. Some clouds seem built up of 
quartz, or even diamonds, some, like immense cones, 
boldly rise upwards; others resemble pyramids whose 
sides are in rough outline. These scenes are so varied 
and so beautiful that we feel that we could remain for- 
ever above these boundless plains. But the sun which 
still silvers the highest of the celestial mountains begins 
already to decline. We must quit these regions to ap- 
proach the earth.” 

We can cordially recommend this most interesting 
volume. It is embellished with numerous illustrations, 
which are alone sufficient to instigate a schoolboy, bent 
upon going to sea, to change his mind, and long to 
‘travel in the air.” 

To this we may add the following description of the 
balloons used in Paris, during the siege, taken from the 
Portefeuille economique des Machines, de ? Outilage et du 
Materiel: 2 

Between the 20th of September, 1870, and the 28th of 
January of the present year, no less than fifty-four 
balloons left Paris charged with letters and despatches ; 
the letters thus transported being about 2,500,000 in 
number and weighing altogether about ten tons. Be- 
sides this freight about a hundred persons were conveyed 
from Paris by these postal balloons. 

The principal dimensions of these balloons were as 
follows: 


DOU is c.00bd 066d duos siotan seis 51 ft. 8 in. 
Bapewlchesso60 cscesscivveseisee . 8,390 square feet. 
COMMER: 3s... steviicvetsdas! swdee -...%2,240 cubic feet. 


The balloons were of a spherical form and were made of 
highly glazed calico varnished, each being composed of 
forty gores. The gores were cut to shape with perfect 
regularity, and were een sewn together with a 
coarse double waxed thread. his being done, the ex- 
terior received two coats of varnish, ani then as soon as 
the balloon was dry it was ready for inflation—ordinary 
coal gas being employed for the latter purpose. To the 
lower aperture of the balloon was fitted a wooden ring 
2 feet 714 inches in diameter, which was united to the 
sheet-iron pipe 5 feet long which placed the balloon in 
communication with the gas pipes. Above, the balloon 
was fitted with a vaive consisting of a ring of oak 2 feet 
714 inches in diameter, provided with a couple of semi- 
circular valves kept closed by india-rubber bands, and 
arranged so that they could be opened by means of a 
cord which passed down to the car through the interior 
of the balloon. 

The balloon was enveloped and connected to the sus- 
pension ring by strong, tarred, hempen cords; while the 
suspension ring, which was 3 feet 3144 inches in diame- 
ter by 3.2 inches high, and 2 inches thick, was provided 
with gabillots to which were attached the eight cords of 
the car. The latter was made of wicker work and In- 
dian reeds, and was 3 feet 74 inches deep by 4 feet 7 
inches long and 3 feet 74 inches broad, while the dis- 
tance between it and the suspension ring was 6 fect 7 
inches. 

The total height of each balloon was 68 feet, and its 
weight, 913 1bs., was distributed as follows : 
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The aéronauts—who were trained in the school of 
aerostation established by MM. Godard during the siege 
—carried with them in the car a barometer, a thermome- 
ter, a compass, a safety lamp, some cards and twenty 
streamers of paper, each about thirty metres long, 
which served, during the progress of the balloons, the 
purpose of enabling an estimate to be formed of the di- 
rection and force of the wind blowing below. Besides 
these articles there were also carried a flag bearing the 
name of the balloon; a triangle of paper which was 
hung about 6 feet 6 inches below the balloon, and which 
served to show whether the latter was ascending or de- 
scending; a parachute attached to the equator of the 
balloon and which served to check the descent; 660 to 
1,100 lb. of ballast, a wrought-iron anchor, four mooring 
ropes, and a guide rope about 650 feet im length. This 
latter rope, which was made half of hemp and half of 
rushes, was thrown out during the descent in order that 
it might be seized by the people below and the ag 4 
of the balloon thus checked. During the siege 
Godard freres were capable of turning out such a balloon 
as that we have described, complete with its equipment, 
in about two days. 








Ir is reported that some workmen, while recently at 
work inside of old Fort Wolcott, struck with their spades 
an iron door under the surface of the ground. They re- 
moved it and found a subterranean passage, a skeleton, 
and alantern. Probably people will instantly begin to 
search for Captain Kidd’s treasures in that neighborhoed, 
although, as everybody does not know, it is as unlikely 
that the dreadful captain ever had any treasures as it is 
certain that he was no pirate and was hanged for politi- 
cal reasons. 








Tur Grand Jury of the District of Columbia has found 
bills of indictment against W. B. Stokes, ex-member of 
Congress from Tennessee, and Victor G. Powell, an 
ex-clerk in the Second Auditor’s office, on w- 
ing out of the case recently developed by the detectives 
connected with bounty frauds and- muster rolls of 
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DISPERSION OF THE KU-KLUX. 

Tue President on the 11th of November issued a 
proclamation adding Union county to the list of counties 
in South Carolina in which the writ of habeas corpus is 
temporarily suspended under the Ku-Klux act. <A cor- 
respondent of the New York Hvening Post, who appears 
to be unusually well informed in regard to the proceed- 
ings against the Ku-Klax, furnishes the following ac- 
count of these proceedings: 

YorkKVILLE, 8. C., November 6, 1871. 

A month ago the post commandant at Yorkville, Colo- 
nel Merrill of the Seventh Cuvalry, met the Attorney- 
General at Columbia, and this meeting resulted in a con- 
ference with the Governor of South Carol na. The facts 
reported by Colonel Merrill confirmed what was known 
at Washington through his and other official reports. 
The Attorney-General, in view of the repeated denial of 
the truth of these reports, had been sent by the Presi- 
dent to investigate matters on the spot and recommend 
such action as was necessary. The Attorney-General 
had in his possession certain evidence from sources far 
removed from the disturbed section which bore on facts 
in that section, and his intention was to compare the in- 
ferences drawn from his evidence with such evidence as 
he might find in Colonel Merrill’s possession. The cor- 
reapondence or conflict of this external eviderce with 
that in Colonel Merrill’s possession would determine 
what parts of each could be depended upon. The At- 
torney-General, with tho District Attorney of South 
Carolina and Colonel Merrill, accordingly went to York- 
ville and began the comparison. An almost exact cor- 

respondence was found, with only one difference, the 
evidence collected at Yorkville was much more complete 
and went into details, which had not been known fully 
at Washington. Upon this the report of the Attorney- 
General was made to the President, and the known facts 
demanded the action which at once followed. 

Nothing ws known of the purpose of this conference 
of these gentlemen at Yorkvilie except by those interest- 
ed. Yet on the day following their arrival the exodus 
of Ku-Klux began ; and before a finger was lifted or a 
soldier moved, or a word of warning given, before even 
it was determined what action should be recommended 
to the President, the leaders and many of the chief crim- 
inals in the order fled. Reports of the apprehensions of 
innocent people as to what might follow the visit of the 
Attorney-General have been common, but none have fled 
who are not well known to be guilty. 

The proclamations followed. During the first two days 
the meinbers of the Ku-Klux scemed bewildered, look- 
ing about for their leaders and furorders. Finding that 
to get orders from their chiefs they must either follow 
them in fi ght or seek them in the jail, they at once rec- 
ognized the fact that the “ game was up.” As one mem- 
ber after another went into the jail and found there only 
such as he knew ought to be there, the demoralization 
became complete: all disguise was thrown off, and hun- 
dreds began to confess voluntarily. In many cases their 
conduct, serious as the occasion was, was ludicrous. Each 
man seemed seized with the idea that those who first 
confessed would have the best chance for clemency, and 
it was not an uncommon spectacle at Colonel Merrill's 
headquarters to see men struggling for precedence to get 
in and to be heard. The rush of penitents was +o unex- 
pected that means of meeting it were not at hand. It 
was like the sudden breaking of a flood. Day atter day 
the jail was filled up with the worst of the criminals, 
who came from all sections to confess and surrender. 
Frequently the number waiting to be heard was as bigh 
as fitty or sixty. ‘To-day in one case a grandfather aged 
sixty-five, his son aged forty, and his grandson aged 
fourteen all came in together. In some parts of the 
couuty hardly a white man can be named who has not 
been identified as a Ku-Klux either by his own confes- 
sion or those of his fellow-members. 

At this time the policy of the military authorities is to 
send to jail those known to be most criminal; and, as 
that is full, each time that an aggravated case of criminal- 
ity appears some less guilty man is released on his 
parole, and the new one is put in his place. There is 
no time for words, no time for preliminary examination, 
no time to do anything except to classify criminals and 
parole the least guilty. No man, accordingly, is now in 
confinement against whom the very strongest prima 
facie evidence dees not exist; and hundreds who by 
their own confessions have been engaged in most brutal 
whippings are at large on their personal parole to a 
military officer, stmply because there is neither place 
nor pbysical force to keep any except its chief men and 
the murderers. 

Of course, where hundreds of arrests have been made, 
a few cases have occurred in which the wrong men have 
heen seized. But no case has yet appeared where the 
man did not have wholly or in part the right name. In 
one case a man who knew that he was not the man that 
ought to be arrested said to the officer who arrested him: 
“See here, they might hang me by mistake if you did 
not get the other —. Now go along with me, 
and I will show you where to find him. He’s the man 

ou want. He’s the man helped to kill . 

ve done nothing except a little whipping.” The 
facts justified what he said, and the right “John 
Smith” was caught. 

So far as can be learned, not a single instance has oc- 
eurred of officers or men under Colonel Merrill’s com- 
mand treating their prisoners otherwise than with the 
utmost respect and courtesy; and in no case has any 
complaint been made as to the manner of tbe arrest. 
The jail is crowded, but in excellent sanitary condition, 
and the prisoners are humanely treated—more humane- 
ly far than were ordinary criminals when the military 
took prisoners to the jail. Munch has been written in 
the newspapers about the harshness of the treatment 
and the cruel and inconsiderate conduct of officers and 
men when making arrests, but careful inquiry among 
those that have been arrested shows that, without ex- 
ception, they deny the truth of such charges against 








Colonel Merrill informs us that, bad as he had believed 
the facts, the present developments show that but a 
small part of the villanies of the Ku-Klux had ever 
come to his knowledge, though his investigations have 
been exceptionally full and minute. Five murders, 
heretofore unsuspected, have been brought to light 
fully by confessions of the men who were engaged 
in them. The most that was known of them before was 
known of them before was that certain negroes were 
missing, and were supposed to have fled the country; 
now it is shown by the men who committed the crimes 
that they were murdered. After hearing many of the 
confessions, it must be said that it is simply impossible 
to exaggerate the condition of things which has pre- 
vailed in this section for a year past. 

There are now about ove hundred persons in jail ; 
most of them leading men in the Ku-Klux order, and 








all more or less deeply involved in actual deeds of 
violence. About three hundred have surrendered 
themselves and confessed, and more are coming, 
the arrests being about thirty or forty daily. 
One stenographer cannot record their confessions 
working twelve hours a day. Hundreds of negroes from 
all over the country have for the first time dared to come 
in and report what they have suffered. About one hun- 
dred and twenty-five of the leaders and chief criminals 
have either fled the country or have as yet eluded cap- 
ture. One or two who are known to have been engaged 
in murder, but are men of wealth and position, are be- 
lieved to be on their way to Brazil. Others have fled to 
Canada, aud some are known to be lurking about in the 
woods. As the negroes express it, “ It’s somebody else’s 
turn to lay out in the woods.” 


THE NATIONAL GUARD. 


Toe Spencer Court or Inquiny.—The Court-martial in 

the case of Captain Bird W. Spencer had its third session in 

the armory of the Washington Grays, in Thirty-third street, 

Thursday evening, November 9. George J. Manson was 

appointed official stenographer. Captain Henry W. Miller 

was the first witness examined, and testified: I am captain 

of Company A, Ninth regiment; was on duty the 12th of 
July; Company K was immediately in front of us; we were 
on the block of Parker’s bakery, in the centre of the street. 

After the firing I saw a company of the Seventh on the side- 

walk ; they had halted and formed company and faced toward 
the west sidewalk. I did not at that time see any one on the 
street between the sidewalk and the Ninth regiment ; when 

I first observed the Seventh there were no persons between 
the Seventh and Ninth ; I did not see Captain Spencer im- 
mediately before or after the firing. After my company fell 
back I found on my right Company K, and a few members 
on the left of that company firing, and I begged of them, for 
God's sake, to stop firing ; Company K was at that time on 
the sidewalk. Being cross-examined, the witness said : 
Could not tell how many files we had in line; our company 
was not broken and grouped en masse ; they fell back and 
formed company, front facing the east sidewalk, in two 
ranks; I do not think Company K was broken, but all I 
took notice of were the first four nearest me ; did not observe 
a wagon in the street; did not see anything in the street be 

tween the Ninth regiment and the sidewalk; [ think the 
regiment marched down the centre of the street; do not 
think we stretched from curb to curb; did not observe Lieu- 
tenant Bacon before Company K broke. Before the firing 
commenced Lieutenant Bacon was four paces in advance of 
me; at that time the regiment was at a halt; did not take 
notice of Lieutenant Bacon then. I will swear that there 
were no citizens between my company and the sidewalk ; do 
not know whether or not there were any citizens opposite 
my company and Company K. Ordinarily [ can see Lieu- 
tenant Bacon in front of me when [ look with that inten- 
tion. 

Lieutenant Bacon recalled and cross-examined: I may 
have seen a wagon in front of the bakery, but the fact did 
not impress itself on my mind; do not think there was any. 
Before Company K broke they were formed in column of 
company, the right resting within three or four feet of the 
curbstone, directly in front of the bakery. 

Major James R. Hitchcock testified: I saw Captain Spen- 
cer after we commenced the march down the avenue in front 
of his company; then saw him on the sidewalk after the 
firing; either after they were firing or while they were firing ; 
his company were forming back ; saw him go to the houses 
on the west sidewalk; did not see him enter a house; he did 
not appear in any unusual way ; observed no signs of wounds; 
next saw him at his house about a week afterward; Colonel 
Braine was present and asked him if he was hurt ; he said, 
as far as he could judge, he was struck by something on the 
back, and described how he was hit; said he got into the 
bakery ; was very weak ; left the bakery and rode home in 
an Eighth avenue car. He said his back was very painful, 
and there was a black streak across his back. At the time 
Captain Spencer went toward the sidewalk his company had 
fallen back toward the west sidewalk, and was considerably 
broken ; did not see Captain Spencer try to bring them into 
line. When at the house I believe Captain Spencer said he 
would resign on account of what had been said about his not 
being hurt. 

Captain Wm. E. Van Wyck of Company F, Ninth regi- 
ment, testified : Immediately after the firing I saw Company 
K on the sidewalk ; they were forming in line of battle, and 
I judge in as good order as my own company ; did not ob- 
serve any persons between the sidewalk and the Ninth regi- 














their captors. 


ment immediately preceding the firing. 


November 18, 1871. 


Cross-examined : Will not swear that there were no per- 
sons between Company K and the buildings on the west side 
of the street at the time of the firing, because I think the 
Seventh regiment was between Company K and the sidewalk, 
and the citizens in the rear of the Seventh regiment ; there 
were citizens between the Seventh regiment and Company 
K at that time ; will not swear that there were not citizens 
on the sidewalk directly opposite Company K at the time the 
firing commenced ; at the time the firing commenced I think 
the Seventh regiment were opposite Company K, and there 
were citizens in the rearof them. I think I saw Captain 
Spencer after the halt and before the firing commenced, but 
am not positive ; think he was in front of his company be- 
fore the firing commenced. 

Adjourned till Friday, November 17, at 8 P. m. 


E1enty-rourtn Inrantry, Colonel Conkling, paraded on 
Sunday in full-dress uniform, with side arms only, and at- 
tended divine service at the chapel of the Calvary Episcopal 
Church. The regiment, some 300 strong, assembled at 2 
P. M., and marched without music to the church in a body 
and listened to a fine discourse preached by the Rev. Wm. D. 
Walker, the assistant rector of the church, who is likewise 
chaplain of the regiment. This custom of attending divine 
service annually by regimental bodies was introduced, we 
believe, by the Second division (Brooklyn), and the Thir- 
teenth and Twenty-third regiments were among tke first to 
improve it. The objection to it is the difference of re!igious 
belief in the regiment. 

The Eighty-fourth, numerically and otherwise considered, 
at present is in better condition than ever before, and the 
adoption of a new full-dress, and the reputation gained by 
the July riot has tended tv put the regiment forward, and 
given it the notoriety which every regiment requires to ac- 
complish success. It has good material, and only needs 
compe‘ent and constant efforts to place it in the front ranks 
of the National Guard. The regiment assembled for instruc- 
tion at the State Arsenal, Seventh avenue, on the evening of 
the 17th inst. 


First CAvAtry.—Colonel Brinker, the late commandant 
of this fast waning command, has for some time past resided 
in Rochester, where he has taken up a permanent residence. 
The colonel, having tried cavalry for many years, has finally 
concluded to try the effect of infantry on his constitution, 
with every likelihood of success according to the following, 
which appeared in the columns of the Rochester Union and 
Advertiser of the 3d inst. : 


The commissioned officers of the Fifty-fourth regiment held 
an election last night at the armory, and by a unanimous 
vote elected Henry Brinker colonel of the regiment. A com- 
mittee, consisting of Major Wheeler and Lieutenants Bab- 
bage and Hason, were directed to inform the colonel of his 
election. They repaired to his residence, informed him of 
the action of the regiment, and requested bim to return with 
them to the armory, which he did. He was received with 
enthusiastic cheers. Colonel Brinker thanked the officers 
for the honor they had done him. He stated that he had 
sent in his resignation as colonel of the First New York 
Cavalry. That bad not yet been accepted ; until it was he 
coufd not accept the position of colonel of the Fifty-fourth. 

We presume the resignation of Colonel Brinker will be 
accepted in due time, and he will then be at liberty to take 
command of the Fitty-fourth. His experience in military 
matters makes him one of the first officers in the State. He 
will be a valuable acquisition to our local military. He came 
here from New York to reside not long since, but has already 
made lots of friends. All will be pleased to know that he is 
to take an active interest in the military. 


It is perhaps well to state that for the present inferior con- 
dition of the First Cavalry Colonel Brinker is not wholly 
responsible. This condition has been gradually brought 
about by a want of harmony among the field officers of the 
regiment, and the two nationalities in the command. 


Ninta Inrantry, Colonel Fisk, has begun ‘to realize 
that constant excitement affects to an appreciable degree 
the discipline of the command. Since the Boston 
trip and the unfortunate riot a few weeks thereafter, 
in which the regiment suffered so sadly, the Ninth 
has remained remarkably quiet. The companies are 
industriously following up the drill, and no orders as yet 
have been issued for two company division drills, or drills by 
wings or regiment. The repairson the armory move but 
slowly, and will scarcely be finished this winter. The fall of 
Tammany has affected the progress of the repairs on this, one 
of the most spacious armories of the National Guard, and we 
tear this command, like many others of the First division, 
will not hereafter be able to luxuriate in softly cushioned 
chairs and velvety carpets, unless at the individual expense 
of the members. The annual reception begins to agitate the 
members, but as yet nothing definite in regard to it has 
transpired. Nothing further has beer heard from the thirty- 
five additional men inspected and mustered at the regimental 
armory by Colonel Blanchard, General McQuade’s assistant 
on the occasion of the annual muster of this command. We 
have been assured, however, by high authority, that these 
mythical members will not be acknowledged at General 
Headquarters. 


A ConciniaTory, But UnsaAtisrActory Orper.—The sub- 
joined order is evidently intended to be a diplomatic settle- 
ment of a grave offence given and a grave insult resented. 
We fear it will not be satisfactory to the injured officer. 
General Varian is a prominent officer of the National Guard, 
and has borne and still bears a reputation which makes such 
language as that cited in the specification especially insult- 
ing. We are surprised that a gentleman of the position of 
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the colonel of the Eighty-fourth should have permitted him~ 
selfto use the words alleged—words so subversive of disciplines 
go uncalled for, and so disrespectful to his superior. He has 
good reason to felicitate himself that he has been let off so 
easily. Indeed, we think he has been let off too easily. 
Such conduct as his deserved severe punishment, and the 
rank and character of General Varian an ampler vindica- 
tion. Officers of the National Guard, whatever their private 
social position, should be taught that when they come into 
the military service they are bound to submit to superior 
authority, and not only to submit to it, but to respect it by 
word and deed. While we can understand the desire of the 
division commander to heal a personal difficulty by judicious 
intervention rather than encourage its settlement by a court- 
martial, we still think that an ample apology is due to Ger- 
eral Varian from the grossly offending officer; or, in the 
absence of that, that the latter’s arrest and punishment are 
due to his superior’s rank and the dignity of the National 


Guard: 
Heapqvuarters First Drvision N. G. 8S. N. Y., 
New Yous, November 8, 1871. 
General Orders No. 12. i - 

Charges of “conduct unbecoming an officer and a gentleman, 
and of “disrespect to his superior officer,” having been preferred 
on the relation of Lieutenant-Culonel William Seward, Jr , assist- 
ant adjutant-general and chief of staff of the Third brigade, against 
Coionel Frederick A. Conkling, commanding the Eighty-fourth 
regiment, Second brigade, and forwarded to these headquarters, 
the division commander, after a full and careful consideration of 
the case, and of all the circumstances connected therewith, has con- 
cluded that the interests of the service would not be promoted by 
the arrest of the accused and the reference of the cas2 to a court- 
martial. The specifications furnished to sustain the above charges 
embrace one act, in effect as follows, viz.: That at a meeting for 
instruction of certain officers of the division, held in pursuance of 
orders trom division headquarters, the accused did ‘ announce and 
declare that 1f the Kighty-fourth regiment should be called out on 
another such occasion (rrferring to the occasion of the riot in the 
city of New York on the 12th day of July, 1871) they would object 
to serve under the officer who was in command of the escort of 
which they formed a part, and would desire that some other general 
be selected to command, or words to that effect, referring to and 
meaning Brigadier-General J. M. Varian, commanding ‘Third bri- 
gade,” * with the intent to degrade said Brigadier-General J. M., 
Varian before bis superior and inferior officers.” _ 

The presence of the division commander at the time the language 
was used removes the necessity of referriag the case to 4 court of 
inquiry to obtain a relation of all the facts connected with the 
offence. The words uttered by the accused were not only offensive 
to the officer alluded to, but must have shocked the feelings of 
every officer present not sharing with the accused in his opinion of 
General Varian’s qualifications. An officer 1s accountable for his 
conduct to his superiors only ; and no greater mistake can be made 
than to assume the right to criticise the acts of a superior, unless it 
be to openly act upon the assumption as in this case, and express in 
the presence of brother officers a reflection upon the conduct of a 
superior in rank whose acts have already received the approval of 
his superior officer. Without any avowalof the intention of the 
accused, it is assumed that the words were uttered without reflec- 
tion and without considering the effect they would produce, or the 
breach of military propriety contained in them. It is deemed 
therefore best, in the interests of the service, while reproving this 
act in the strongest terms, to dispose of the case in this manner, 
rather than submit it to the tedious and expensive forms of a court 
martial, which would result inthe main to criminations and re- 
criminations. } y a 
Otticer the law and regulations furnish means of redress, and it is 
not only undignified, but is extremely damaging and demoralizing 
to the organization for officers to indulge in expressions at any tizne 
calculated to irritate and offend each other. Their intercourse 
should be characterized by a spirit of kindness and generosity, and 
if officers of high rank would set the example, officers of lower rank 
would hesitate to destroy the harmony of their commands by in- 
dulging in offensive personalities. : ; 

the , onto ramwted by General Varian, after being advised by 
the division commander of the impropriety of replying to the offen- 
sive remarks of Colonel Conkling, in seizing the earliest moment 
atter the dismissal of the meeting to appeal to the otficers present, 
and invite a comparison between his own conduct and that of 
Colonel Conkling on the occasion referred to, was improper. It 
is natural enough for an officer, upon receiving an injur from 
another, to vindicate himself promptly; but Colonel Conkling’s 
offence was a military one, and should have been treated as such. 
General Varian’s final appeal to a military court was greatly 
weakened by his having followed Colonel Cookling’s example. 

It is hoped that this case will result in bringing all the officers of 
the division to a fuller realization of the courtesies due te each 
other. 

er of Major-General Alexander Shaler. 
— ’ Wa. H. CHESEBROUGH, 
Colonel, Assistant Adjutant-General, and Chief of staff. 
Official: ‘fos. Faireiny, Captain and Aide de-Camp, 


Tue Nationa Rirte Assocration.—The absorbing in- 
terests of the recent election so occupied the minds of all 
New Yorkers that it was found expedient to postpone com- 
pleting the organization of the Rifle Practice Associa- 
tion, which was in process of formation. Election over, the 
work was promptly taken in hand again, and the papers in- 
corporating the association completed and sent to Albany. 
The following is the list of incorporators : 

Ambrose E. Burnside, George W. Wingate, William C. 
Church, Alexander Shaler, John B. Woodward, Joshua M. 
Varian, Joseph P. Kiddoo, Henry @. Shaw, James McQuade, 
Augustus Funk, Thomas S. Dakin, Frederick M. Peck, Wil- 
liam G. Ward, Frederick A. Mason, George Moore Smith, J. 
M. Bundy, F. Whittaker, Emmons Clark, Josiah Porter, A. 
W. Craven, W. C. Squire, Marcellus Hartley, Harry Rocka- 
fellar, A. W. Dimock, W. B. Allen, H. A. Gildersleeve, 
Frank P. Church, A. T. Francis, William J. Harding, Bird 
W. Spencer, John Powell, Jr., John W. Partridge, N. Gano 
Dunn, Francis De Gress. 

These gentlemen need no introduction to our readers. 
The honored name of Burnside heads the list; and among 
those nct of the National Guard who appear in it, are such 
men as Anthony W. Dimock, president of the Atlantic Mail 
Steamship Company ; A. W. Craven, the eminent engineer ; 
Colonel Squire, of the Remington Arms Company; Mar- 
cellus Hartley, of Schuyler, Hartley & Graham; Major 
Bundy, editor of the Evening Mail, and one of the now fa- 
mous Committee of Seventy ; Major Whittaker, the ** Volun- 
teer Cavalryman’’ of the Army anp Navy Journat; and 
Captain De Gress, whose famous battery was the pride of Sher- 
man’s Army during the war. None of these gentlemen are 
mere ornamental appendages to the list. All are lovers of 
the rifle, and actively interested in promoting the objects 

of the association. Mr. Dimock, for one, has at his house 
an amateur collection of elegant rifles, costing some $5,000, 


For all grievances and injuries sustained by an, 


and which is well worth examining. We expect to be able 
another week to give a report of the final completion of this 
organization by the election of its officers and the adoption 
of some measures for securing a practice ground. In their 
inquiries with reference to this the inaugurators of the en- 
terprise have met with the most cordial encouragement from 
the National as well as from the State authorities. 

The following is alist of the directors of the association as 
incorporated : Ambrose E. Burnside, George W. Wingate, 
William C. Church, Alexander Shaler, John B. Woodward, 
Joshua M. Varian, Frederick A. Mason, George Moore Smith, 
Henry G. Shaw, Augustus Funk, Alfred W. Craven, A. W. 
Dimock, Frederick M. Peck, William J. Harding, Joha 
Powell, Jr. 

A Misteapina Joxe.—The Albany Sunday Press in its 
issue of Sunday last publishes the following item, which is 
calculated to create a false impression among those who do 
not see its jocose purport, which latter, we must confess, is 
not very apparent : 


Colonel Frank P. Wright, Major Taylor of the Adjutant- 
General’s Office, and Captain James H. Farre)l, who were 
appointed a commissiun to test the new Remington breech- 
loader, adopted for the National Guard, exec uted their trust 
yesterday afternoon, a full report of which will be presented 
to the Commander-in-Chief in a few days. 


The Governor has made no appointment of the above 
nature, and we are a little surprised that so reliable a journa 
asthe Press should publish an item so apt to mislead the 
public. 

ELEVENTH InrAntry.—On Monday evening a happy renewal 
of the pleasant relations existing between this command and 
the Twenty-fifth of Albany tock place at the regimental 
armory; a delegation of the officers of the latter command, led 
by Colonel Andes, presenting the Eleventh with a handsome 
set of resolutions expressive of their appreciation of the 
courtesies extended last summer by this command to its 
Albany visitors. Colonel Andes made the presentation, 
Brigadier-General Funk, commanding Second brigade, who 
at the time of the excursion commanded the Eleventh, re- 
sponding in fitting terms to the complimentary remarks of 
the Twenty-fifth commander. Colonel Vilmer, the present 
commandant of the Eleventh, then invited the officers to a 
fine collation, and, amid a plenteous flow of wine and a tor- 
rent of rhetoric, a joyous time followed. 

Various Irems.—The last annual inspections and reviews 
of the troops of the First and Second divisions showed con- 
clusively that few of the officers have the remotest idea of the 
proper mode of handling their swords ; in fact, a majority 
appeared to be without the first principles of the manual of 
the sword. We would recommend these officers to Colonel 
Monstery, professor of arms, No. 26 West Fourth street, 
New York, who understands well the art of fencing with 
foil, infantry and cavalry sword, bayonet, ete The place 
of assembly of the General Court-martial appointed in Gen- 
eral Orders from First division headquarters has been 
changed from headquarters of the Second brigade, Irving 
Hall, to the armory of the Sixth regiment....... The Brooklyn 
Eagle states that “ Mr. R. Herbert, a well-known and enter- 
prising Brooklyn publisher, and regimental secretary of the 
Thirteenth regiment, has copyrighted a new system of mili- 
tary bookkeeping, in conjunction with Captain Hallenback 
of the same regiment. The novelty is pronounced by com- 
petent authorities to be a very valuable one, and Mr. Herbert 
has been universally complimented on the reform which he 
has thus been able to introduce. We understand that this 
system, which has been adopted by the Thirteenth, will be 
supplied to the whole State militia by the authorities in 
Albany.” It will be well for Adjutant Murphy of the 
Twelfth, Adjutant Harding of the Twenty-second, and other 
prominent regimental chiefs, to look after their laurels, if 
the above is correct......Company C, Twenty-third regiment, 
is now n a state of unparalleled prosperity. Within a month 
a large number of recruits have been obtained, all of most 
excellent physique. The esprit de corps among the members 
is admirable and evidently permanent. Under the command 
of such efficient officers as Captain C. S. West, First Lieu- 
tenant John Merritt, Second Lieutenant R. P. Zogbaum, 
and last but not least, First Sergeant P. Jeff. Stevens, the 
company proposes to raise its standard to a degree of efficien- 
cy unequalled in the State service. The material of the 
company generally is excellent, and its future most promis- 
ieee -Company B, Twenty-second Infantry, Captain Albert 
E. Colfax, long and favorably known in the First division 
as one of the few well-organized and disciplined commands 
of the State service, on Saturday evening of last week cele- 
brated the twelfth anniversary of its organization by a social 
reunion and supper, given at the regimental armory. The 
attendance was large, and the presence of many well-known 
and popalar veteran members, together with a large official 
representation, added mych to the pleasure of the evening’s 
entertainment. Company B still prospers, and, under the 
capable management of its commandant, will doubtless ever 
maintain a foremost standard among the companies of the 
National Guard...... The Twenty-eighth, we learn, is agitating 
the question of adopting a full-dress uniform ; likewise the 
Prussian helmets. Good for the Twenty-eighth......Company 
B, Fifth Infantry, Captain H. Kloeber, on Monday evening 
celebrated its thirty-fifth anniversary, at Geib’s Walhalla. 
The affair was largely attended, and social, like all German 
gatherings......A recent issue of the Sun complains of the 
indifferent treatment of the citizen soldiery of New York 


eeeeee 





relative to the non receipt of pay for services rendered on 


the occasion of the July, riot, ete. Few if any of the regi- 
ments ordered on duty on that day have as yet presented an 
account of the pay due them for services rendered, nor do we 
imagine any of the first-class commands of the First division 
propose to do so, taking the ground that the call was one 
every good soldier should be always ready to respond 
to without hope of fee or reward. This is very 
well for all who can afford to offer their servises, but 


it should be no argument against others receiving the 

small sum which is legally and justiy due them, and 
which may be of account to some if not to all... 
The drum corps of the Sixth Infantry, Dram Major Phili- 

bert, hold its first annual ball at the regimental armory 

(Tammany Hall), on the evening of the 5ih, proximo. The 

annual ball of Company F, Sixth Infantry, Captain N. Muel- 
ler, occurred at Harmony Rooms on Thursday evening...... 

United States Deputy Marshal Dowley, who was so brutally 
assault ed by a gang of rougbs on election day while in the 
discharge of his duty, is the efficient commandant of Com- 
pany K, Twelfth Infantry. Captain Dowley, although at 
one time despaired of, is gradually recovering from the effects 
of the attack, and we trust will soon again assume control of 
his company. Captain Jones, of Company H, Twelfth, has 
resigned......A gloom has been cast over the Forty-seventh 
Infantry by the unfortunate and fatal accidental shooting 
last week of Ed. L. Nichols by Charles Bernard, his intimate 
friend and comrade, of Company E of the same regiment. 
Both these young men with their wives resided at the Wall 
House, Brooklyn, E. D., and were it seems constant com- 
panions, as were also their wives. The fatal accident oc- 
curred while Mr. Bernard was in the act of showing his 
friend a Smith and Wesson pistol which he had lately pur- 
chased. The pistol, w hich was loaded, was passed through 
the door of the deceased’s room, ;which was: at the time just 
ajar, aud while in the passage it was accidentally discharged, 
the ball piercing Mr. Nichols’s brain, and almost instantly 
killing him. These are the facts as given us by the friends 
of the parties. Mr. Bernard, the accidental destroyer of his 
comrade. and who is one of the most popular members of the 
regiment, immediately after the occurrence gave himself up 
to the authorities, and hassince been honorably acquitted. 
Company G, First Infantry, Captain Frank M. Clark, was 
presented with a flag by its lady friends on Tuesday evening 
last at the regimental armory. The night was most tempest- 
uous and the armory room leaky; the boys and their friends 
nevertheless had a happy dance and a good time -Com~ 
pany K, Twenty-third, Captain Lyons, paraded last Sunday, 
and paid the last honors to its late member Private Heher, 
.-eeee Lhe First division, like every one else, is about tired of 
waiting the Grand Duke’s arrival. The snows of winter will 
be upon us we fear ere long, when the condition of the streets 
will forbid a military display. Orders issued some two 
months since we presume are still binding...... The Seventy- 
first has another Ludlow jail imprisonment case, and one of 
the well-known Tombs lawyers has applied to Judge Brady 
for a writ of habeas corpus, citing that Judge Ingraham and 
other judges bad granted these releases from imprisonment 
on the ground that the law is unconstitutional, etc. We 
would refer Judge Brady, who reserved his decision, to the 
recent decision of the United States Supreme Court relative 
to the imprisonment act of the Military Code.........The first 
of a series of promenade concerts will be given by the band 
of the Twenty-second, at the regimental armory this Satur- 
day evening, under the conjoint direction of Charles Rehm 
and E. Neyer. The programm is most excellent, and in- 
cludes the introduction of Offenbach’s Selection by Rehm’s 
juvenile band, the members of which are all under fifteen 
years of age. 
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OUT-OF-TOWN ITEMS. 

PENNSYLVANIA.—State Military Convention.—This organization 
met at Harrisburg last week in pursuance to a call issued some time 
since. The representatiye delegates of the National Guard were 
generally in good attendance, and business was begun in com- 
mendable style, and disposed of with good dispatch. A committee 
of twenty-one, consisting of one officer from each division, to pre- 
pare a law for presentation to the next Legislature, reorganizing 
the National Guard, and changing the system of collecting the tax, 
was appointed, and a permanent organization of officers effected, 
when the convention adjourned to meet at the same place on the 
second Tuesday in January. The Second, Third, Fifth, Sixth» 
Eighth, Ninth, Eleventh, Fourteenth, Fifteenth, Seventeenth, and 
Eighteenth divisions were the only ones that responded to the call. 
General A. L, Russell, Adjutant-General of the State, was elected 
permanent president, and the following were chosen vice-presi- 
dents: Generals Hartranft, Osborne, McCoimick, Merrill, Beaver, 
Siegfried, Dobson, and Captain R. Vaughn. . 

Secreturies—Majors A. P. Barber, M. D. Detrich, and Captain 
Hazzard. 
The chair appointed the following committee on credentials; 
Lieutenant-Coionel George W. Skinner, Colouel G. C. Andexson, 
and Lieutenant-Colonel S. H. Alleman. 
The following resolutions were adopted : 
Resolved, That a committee of twenty-one, to consist of one officer 
from each division, be appointed by the chair, whose duty it shail 
be to prepare # law for presentation to que next Legislature, for 
the better organization of the National Guard of the State ; said 
committee to report finally on the second Tuesday of Januury, 1872, 
and that seven members constitute a quorum. 
Resolved, That the tax levied for the organization and support of 
the National Guard be a State tax, instead of a military tax, as 
levied heretofore. 
Kesolved, That the number of officers and men composing the 
National Guard be limited by law. ‘ 
Kesolved, Phatthe State authorities furnish the National Guard 
with the necessary uniform and equipments. 
Resolved, That the present torm of enlistment be changed from 
signing the so-called enrollment book to subscribing to an oath of 
service, and that fines levied by court-martial be considered 
aud collected as other taxes. . 
The members ¢f this convention have much work befsre thom in 
the remodelling cf the militia laws of the State, and the above reso~ 
lutions, if properly carried into effect, will tend to make the stand- 
ard of the State National Guard more effective than heretofore. 
There must always be some means employed to make the duty 
of the National Guard not only pleasant and economical to them- 
selves, but likewise binding to a degree. The resolution relative to 
uniforms is inexpedient, for the time is past for the State to furnish 
uniforms to men who seldom under the cireumstances remain long 
or do perfect duty in itsinterest. It has been proved by experience 
that it is better for the men to purchase the upiforms, and for the 
State to pay a certain amount annually in lieu thereof. By this 
means more reliable men are likely to join, the National Guard, and 
more interest taken in its welfare. We trust the convention will 
aucceed in ijs efforts, and the State should use every means in ads 
yance to raise the present state of ite National Guard, 
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FOREIGN MILITARY AND NAVAL ITEMS. 


THE commander-in-chief of the German troops in 
France receives thirteen hundred dollars a month ; a gen- 
eral of division, seven hundred dollars; a brigadier-gen- 
eral, four hundred; and a colonel, three hundred. 


THE average number of European troops employed in 
India during the nine years, 1861-69, was 67,363. The 
total number of men who died or were invalided during 
the same period was 34,916, or rather more than half. 
The deaths were, from cholera, 3,473, and from ordinary 
causes, 9,853 

A DEPUTATION of Americans waited upon Mr. Wash- 
burne, the American Minister, at Paris, November 2, 
1871, and presented him a service of plate, manufactured 
by Messrs. Tiffany & Co., as “a recognition of his ser- 
vices to his countrymen during the siege of Paris and 
under the rule of the Commune.” 


THE commission of —— on the capitulations made 
by French generals during the late war is prosecuting 
its investigations with great vigor. Marshal Bazaine, who 
had y appeared before the members in person, has 
now sent in a detailed and volumnious report of the siege 
of Metz, ther with the letters received by him from 
Napoleon during the investment of the place. It is said 
that the judgment of the commission will bear with 

t severity on those who may be adjudged principal- 
y responsible for the surrender of the fortress. 


Tue German Reichstag passed the War Fund bill, 
November 4. During the debate, prior to its passage, 
Prince Bismarck urged upon the members “ the necessi- 
ty, in the present aspect of European affairs, of strength- 
ening the country by thus empowering the Emperor to 
act promptly and freely under any adverse or threaten- 
ing circumstances which may arise. The passage of the 
War Fund bill, which was recommended in the Empe- 
ror’s address at the opening of the Reichstag, would 
leave His Majesty unshackled, and would virtually place 
Prussia in a position to act either upon the offensive or 
defensive. No complications are at present apparent.” 


A sTORY is at present afloat in the military circles of 
London, which well illustrates the rep-tape system of 
England in all its perfection. The colonel of a regiment 
of lancers, being desirous of obtaining sixty-six cents’ 
worth of lime for the purpose of disinfecting his stables, 
wrote to one of the chiefs of control. By the chief he 
was referred to the medical department, who handed him 
over to the head veterinary surgeon. The latter sent in 
a report, which was trausmitted to the commissariat de- 

rtment, with directions to report upon the matter. 
This having been done after three weeks’ delay, the colo- 
nel of lancers then received a note requesting him to re- 
duce his demand to sixty cents’ worth, with which he 
complied, all danger having in the meantime disap- 
peared. 

THE cylinder or cartridge cases for heavy ordnance 
for use on board ships and in the field are now made in 
the Royal Cartridge Department, Royal Arsenal, Wool- 
wich, of a new composition, instead of leather as former- 
ly. This material is composed of cork, canvas, thin 
leather, and India-rubber solution, and is found to be 
more suitable for the purpose than leather. A number 
of the cases have been subjected to an exhaustive trial, 
and the result has decided the superiority of those made 
of the compvsition, not — because they are much 
stronger, but also because they return to their former 
shape however much knocked about. They are also con- 
siderably lighter than the leather ones, and waterproof. 
The cases for 8-inch cartridges weigh 6} ibs. ; 9-inch, 7} 
lbs., increasing in weight for every additional inch one 
pound. 


Tat Prussian War Department has given orders for 
enlarging the small-arms factories at Spandau, Erfurt, 
Dantzic, Sommerda, and Suhl, so as to enable them to 
manufacture 100,000 rifles a year instead of 30,000 as 
hitherto. What the future German rifle is to be is not 
settled, but it is believed that a decision on this point 
will be arrived at very soon. It is proposed, in order to 
hasten the arming of the German troops with the new 
rifle, to make contracts with private manufacturers both 
for entire rifles and parts of rifles. The side-arms for 
the North German army have hitherto been provided al- 
most exclusively from the factory at Solingen, but since 
the celebrated factories of Klingenthal, in Alsace, have 
passed into the possession of Germany, they will be used 
for the production of these arms for the German troops. 
It is not proposed to establish any government manu- 
factory for cartridges, although one has been introduced 
on @ limited scale in Bavaria, as it is thought that the 
necessary quantity may always be supplied by private 
manufacturers. 


CaPpTAaIN Boys, commanding the Hxcellent gunnery es- 
tablishment at Portsmouth, has recently been engaged 
in making some experiments with the Comet and Blazer 
class of twin screw gunboats, to ascertain the compara- 
tive amount of roll the little vessels would have when 
steaming through a beam sea with their 18-ton gun 
raised gn its platform, and with the gun and its ylatform 
lowered into the recess built to receive it in the vessel's 
hold. With the gun and platform raised for action the 
roll on the vessels was found to be longand deep. With 
the gun and its platform lowered into the vessel’s hold 
the roll was found to be short and quick. The color 
adopted for painting these gun-vessels is a French gray. 
Of tons only, and with twin screw engines of twenty- 
eight (relative) horse-power, the strong argument in fa- 
ver of this tiny flotilla is the 18-ton rifled gun each of 
tem carries, and the handinesss under steam given them 
by the reversible action a their screws. On the other 
hand, a strong argument against any great increase upon 
the present number of such vessels may be founded upon 
the fact that a 12-pounder shell froin any ordinary 
ateam-cutter or launch striking their hulls, and burst- 
ing in board, must inevitably sink them, big gun and 
all. ; 

Tuer Sitcle makes the followi 
spect to the losses of the Fren 


statement with re- 
in the campaign of 


1870-71, which it believes to be very accurate. Eighty - 
nine thousand French soldiers either fell on the field of 
battle or died in the ambulances in co uence of their 
wounds. Of these 89,000, 26,000 fell at Forbach, 
Reischoffen, Borny, Gravelotte, Saint-Privat, and in the 
battles round Metz from the 1st of September till the 
27th of October; about 10,000 perished at Sedan, and 
the siege of Paris cost no less than 17,000 Frenchmen 
their lives. The losses of the army of the Loire under 
the command of Generals Aurelles de Paladines and 
Chanzy amounted to 22,000 men, and under that of 
Bourbaki to 7,000. The army of the North lost 3,500, 
and that of Garibaldi 1,600 men. Finally, the sieges of 
Strasburg, Toul, Bitche, Thionville, Montmédy, Verdun, 
Pfalzburg, Méziéres, and Belfort, cost France more than 
2,000 of her sons. The number of the wounded is not 
included in the above figures. 


UNDER the title of “Contributions to our Knowledge 
of the Meteorology of Cape Horn and the West Coast of 
Africa,” the British Meteorological Committee have pub- 
lished a series of monthly charts, on Mercator’s projec- 
tion, on which are plotted the averages of the instru- 
mental observations ; diagrammatical charts of the less 
exact observations, made by eye, of the weather; 
monthly summaries of the information yielded by the 
charts and diagrams, together with results of observa- 
tions made at certain stations within the area to which 
the charts refer, which extends from the equator to 60 
deg. south latitude and from longitude 60 deg. to 100 


Novemser 18, 1871. 


nominated the chief of the staff on the Rhine—a post as 
honorable as it is responsible. 


THE military budget submitted to the German Reich- 
stag calls for a sum of 89,996,393 thalers, or 23,139,755 
thalers more than in 1871. In estimating the expendi- 
ture a percentage of the population, as given in the 
customs’ census for 1867, has been taken. This gives 
for Prussia and the contingents that previously stood 
under her military administration : Oldenburg, Weimar, 
Brunswick, etc., a force of 266,380 men; for Baden, 14,- 
828 men ; for Hesse, 8,223 men ; and for Alsace-Lorraine, 
15,829 men; so that the total amounts to 304,830 men. 
The armies whivh still stand under an independent ad- 
ministration are Bavaria, 48,244 men, Saxony, 24,208 
mev, Wurtemburg, 17,784 men, and the two Mecklen- 
burgs, 5,606 men. The entire force therefore amounts to 
401,659 men, who are divided into 18 army corps, com- 
prising 148 infantry regiments, 26 Jager battalions, 93 
cavalry regiments, 16 field artillery regiments with 285 
batteries, 10 fortress-artillery regiments, 4 artillery reg- 
iments with 8 field and 5 fortress batteries, 1 transport 
squadron (Bavarian) 4 fortress-artillery divisions, 1 
regiment of engineers, 16 regiments of pioneers, 16 train 
battalions, 1 Hessian train division, 1 railway battalion, 
and 286 centres of Landwehr battalions. The sum of 
250 thalers for each soldier is no longer sufficient for all 
his expenses, yet they will be covered by the above sum, 
as the autumn evolutions of the men absent on leave 
will not take place in 1872, the Alsatian recruits will 








deg. west. Engineering says of this work: “ We 
strongly recommend these charts to the careful study of 
navigators and meteorologists. ‘The work is superior to 
anything yet produced by the meteorological office. It 
would be immensely valuable to commerce and science 
to have similar charts for the entire ocean.” 


DuninG the last month the 35-ton gun, or “ Wool- 
wich Infant,” underwent a series of experimental trials, 
for the purpose of ascertaining the highest velocit 
which can be obtained by projectiles fired from it wit 
various-sized cartridges, together with the maximum 
quantity of powder which can be instantaneously con- 
vorted into powder gas within its capacious charge cham- 
ber when the cartridge is ignited. Their results, accord- 
ing to the English journals, were highly satisfactory, 
and proved beyond a doubt that the 35-ton gun can do 
all that was expected from it, so far as regards the nature 
of the tests hitherto adopted. The first six experiments 
were made with charges containing 110 lbs. of pebble 
powder each, alternately of Waltham Abbey large grain 
and Belgian small grain. The first, third, and fifth 
shots with the Waltham Abbey powder gave an initial 
velocity of 1,374, 1,269, and 1,272 feet in one second, re- 
spectively. The second, fourth, and sixth shots, with 
the Belgian powder, gave 1,301, 1,202, and 1,300 feet in 
one second respectively. 





OnE of the most imposing military spectacles in Lon- 
don is that seen daily at the gate of the Horse Guards, 
where the two heavy-cuirassed sentinels sit immovable 
on their chargers on either side of the entrance to the of- 
fices of the military departments of the army. When 
the commander-in-chief and his subordinates moved to 
the War Officein Pall Mall, it was found impossible to 
carry the Life Guardsmen therealso. Indeed, the in- 
convenience of exhibiting twojhorsemen’on the pavement 
was manifest. So their places were taken by two sen- 
tries of the Foot Guards, who now guard the portals of 





not be called in till October, and the army of occupation 
is supported by the French. Besides this it is hoped 


that as the uniforms, arms, and equipments were com- 


pletely repaired after the war, the sum required for 
them will be smaller than usual this year. 








LATE letters from San Francisco, Cal., tell of the 
death in that city of General Josiah Harlan. General 
Harlan, the Philadelphia Presz informs us, was the 
son of a merchant of that city, noted in a former 
generation, and brother of Dr. Harlan, of the Acad- 
emy of Natural Sciences. About the year 1820 he 
chose to become a wanderer. in lands then little visited 
by Americans, and in pursuance of this plan sailed for 
Hindostan. He penetrated through the British Indian 
Empire into the interior of Asia, spending nearly twen- 
ty years in Persia, Cabul, and Afghanistan. He was 
quite a favorite with the reigning powers in several of 
these countries, rising to high command in the army of 
Dost Mohammed. While in this position he introduced 
the modern system of military tactics into the armies of 
the East. Tiring of Oriental life, he finally returned to 
this country through Egypt, Turkey, Germany, and 
Great Britain, and settled again in Philadelphia. His 
accounts of adventures in distant lands were very in- 
teresting, and were always willingly related to his 
friends. Atthe outbreak of the rebellion, although an 
old man, he offered his services to the Government, was 
commissioned colonel, and led a regiment of cavalry in 
the Army of the Potomac, continuing in active service 
as long as his health would permit. After wandering 
long in Eastern lands, it has been his lot to die in what 
may be considered the furthest West. He will always 
be remembered as a citizen who spread the fame of this 
city in regions where it had hitherto been unknown. 


Wuat Piano SHALL wE Buy.—This question is argued 




















the new army offices. Unfortunately, the builder of the 
house never contemplated the possibility oi his portico | 


every day, since the prospects for the musical season have 
opened so brightly, and, in fact, every lady is talking music. 
‘* Never buy a cheap instrument if its quality of tone is sacri- 


being used as a shelter for two stalwart guardsmen, | §.94,” said an old pianist. This is good advice for all. 
whose pouches and packs compel them to stand rather | Numerous pianos are elegant enough in external form, but it 
prominently forward in the gangway. It is absolutely | is only the instruments of a meagre few makers, as we hap- 
necessary that no fat man should be detailed for this | pen to know, that are worthy of a place in the parlors where 
duty. Should they by any accident happen to be both the “‘ soul of music dwells.’’ The pianos to which our con- 
portly privates, it would be as difficult a military opera- | noisseurs accord the most charms are those of George Steck 
tion for a stout officer to effect an entrance into the | & Co., in Fourteenth street. These instruments possess a 
Horse Guards offices of the War Department as to solve | peculiar sweet and sympathetic tone and unusual singing 


the celebrated puzzle propounded by the late Duke of | 
Wellington, namely, how to get ten thousand troops out | 
of Hyde Park. 

Iv may interest Englishmen, says a correspondent of | 
the London Standard, to know that the presiding genius | 
of the “ Watch on the Rhine” is a countryman of their | 
own. By many he is pointed to as the probable‘successor | 
of Moltke; but even thus far his career affords a noble | 
example of what diligence and pluck can accomplish. | 
Nearly thirty years ago a young Englishman named | 
Wright was sent to study at the University of Bonn. | 
Having a predilection for a military career, he entered | 
the Prussian cavalry as a volunteer. Promotion by se- | 
lection, which is proposed to exist in the Prussian army, | 
as I hope to show more fully in a future letter, is a} 


myth. Though beloved by his comrades, and acknow- | 
ledged by his superiors to be gifted with great intelli- | 
gence, the young Englishman, having no family interest, | 


mounted the ladder of promotion slowly. At length | 
their proper value the talents of the English captain of | 


army who entered Vienna, having been the bearer of 
the despatches relative to the terms of peace to the 
French ambassador in the Austrian capital. Genial and 


by the King to take command of the regiment of dra- 
goons quartered here, and succeeded to a wonderful de- 
gree in allaying the animosity of the inhabitants to- 
wards the Prussian soldiery. On the outbreak of the 
late war his regiment was one of thefirst to cross the 
frontier ; but his experience and talents claimed a larger 
scope than the mere command of a regiment offered. 
He was almost immediately made chief of the staff of 
the Prussian cavalry, and crowned his services to his 
adopted country by having, at a moment when the fortunes 
of the invader hung in the balance, been mainly instru- 
mental in effecting the junction between the army of the 





Duke of Mecklenburg and that of Prince Frederick 
Charles. He has been ennobled by the Emperor, and 








power, the result of a late invention patented by this firm. 
For this reason one of their grand pianos was selected, in 
preference to all others, as the /irst prize at the great Saen- 
gerfest held in June last. Throughout musical circles this 
is justly regarded as a superlative triumph—the greater and 
more pointed because unsought. This voluntary public in- 
dorsement is a virtual acknowledgment that, in the opinion 
of the thousands of cultivated singers and accomplished mu- 
sicians that came here together from various parts of the 

nion, Messrs. George Steck & Co. have won the palm in 
the art of piano-making. We record this fact for the benefit 
of our musical readers casting around for the best piano.— 
Scribner's Monthly. 








MARRIED. 


{Announcements of Marriages should be paid for at the rate of 
Silty cents each.) 





Livers—ScamMmMon.—In_ Boston, Mass., October 24, by Rev. M. 
&chermerhorn, Captain Jonn Livers, U. 8S. A., to Fannie A. 
Scamoon, of Bostun. (No cards.) 


Moltke came into power, and at once, appreciating at | Frencu—Bomrorp.—On November 14, at Christ’s church, 


Elizabeth, N. J., by the Right Reverend Horatio Southgate, D.D., 
Rector of Zion’s church, N. J., Captain Joun W. Frencu, U.S. 


ublans, sent for him and had him attached to his staff. | Army, to Litt1e, daughter of General J. V. Bomford, U. 8. Army. 
During the war of 1866 he served as military secretary | Pg ee Rb a Tueslay, November 14, at the Cha rol 
; | of the Transfiguration, New York, by the Rig ev. the Lo 
Rog oe = — ” = po dg ag on Bishop of Lichfield, and the Right Rev. Bishop of New York, Exinv 
, 


Cuauncey, of Philadelphia, to Mary I. Porrer, daughter of the 

Bishop of New York. ‘ 
BartTLETT—HvGvueENtin.—On October 11, by the Rey. Mr. Butler, 

| Captain Cuartes G. Bartiert, Fourth U. 8. Infantry, to Laura, 


generous, he was on the conclusion of the war selected | daughter sf the late Captain Hiram Huguenin, of Chicago, Dl. 
9 . 


| (No 





— eS ee 


DIED. 


Lorp.—At the Presidio of San Francisco, Cal., November 5, 
1871, of acute inflammation of the lungs, NELLIz TurNer, beloved 
| wife of Brevet Major James H. Lord, KR. Q. M. Second Artillery, 
| aged 26 years 11 months and 11 days. 
| . Hopers.—At Philadelphia, Pa.,on the 8th instant, Awnre, only 
| daughter of Colonel N. C. and Annie A. Hodges, U. 8. A. 


| SaRTie.—At Santa Fé, N.M., October 21, 1871, very suddenly, of 
| disease of the heart, Finm C. Fietrcuer, wife of Lieutenant W. 

jd. Surtle, U. 8. A. . 
SHoEMAKER.—At Tottenville, Staten Island, N. Y., on Sunday, 
November 12, at twenty minutes past seven A. M., of scarlet fever, 
MaaGr, only daughter and Lyounaews child of Lieutenant and Mrs. 
venue Marine, in the seventh year of 











Chas. F. Shoemakcr, U.8. 
her age. 
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